001 Why Proverbs

Translate Here:
Today we’re beginning a new study.
Translate Here:
We’ll be looking at the book of Proverbs
Translate Here:
Our hope is to find the gospel of Jesus Christ displayed in the book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

Why Proverbs?
Translate Here:

Well, listen to what it says in the first couple of verses.
Translate Here:

It says, These are the Proverbs of Solomon, David’s son, King of Israel.
Translate Here:

The purpose of these Proverbs is to teach people wisdom and discipline,
Translate Here:

to help them understand wise sayings.
Translate Here:

Through these Proverbs people will receive instruction and discipline,
Translate Here:

They will learn about good conduct.
Translate Here:

They will learn about doing what is right, just, and fair.
Translate Here:

These Proverbs will make the simple-minded clever.
Translate Here:

They will give knowledge and purpose to young people.
Translate Here:

Let those who are wise listen to these Proverbs,
Translate Here:

and let them become even wiser.
Translate Here:

And let those who understand receive guidance
Translate Here:

by exploring the depth of meaning in these Proverbs, parables, wise sayings, and riddles.
Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
Translate Here:

Only fools despise knowledge and discipline.
Translate Here:

The Lord has suggested to me that we need to get something we can work with.
Translate Here:

We need something that will make a difference in our daily lives.
Translate Here:

Here we are in the book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

It says that if we listen to these Proverbs we will become even wiser.
Translate Here:

We will know how to live our lives.
Translate Here:

Solomon spent a great deal of time thinking these things through.
Translate Here:

The Holy Spirit inspired him to write these things out.
Translate Here:

Our goal is to see the Holy Ghost speak to us out of the book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

We’re going to be looking into the gospels
Translate Here:

to find out how the book of Proverbs reveals the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Translate Here:

Sometimes wisdom is seen as too lofty a goal,
Translate Here:

something that we can’t reach for.
Translate Here:

But, let’s look in Luke chapter four verse eighteen.
Translate Here:

Jesus speaks and He says,
Translate Here:

The spirit of the Lord is upon me
Translate Here:

because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor.
Translate Here:

He sent me to heal the broken hearted,
Translate Here:

to preach deliverance to the captives
Translate Here:

and the recovery of the sight to the blind
Translate Here:

to set at liberty those that are bruised
Translate Here:

to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.
Translate Here:

I’m declaring here this morning
Translate Here:

that the spirit of the Lord should be upon all of us.
Translate Here:

We should all have the ability to preach the gospel to the poor.
Translate Here:

What is this Spirit of the Lord?
Translate Here:

Look what it says in chapter eleven verse one of Isaiah:
Translate Here:

"And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
Translate Here:

the spirit of wisdom and understanding."
Translate Here:

As we study the book of Proverbs, we’ll find out how important wisdom is.
Translate Here:

As we look at Proverbs daily, we’re going to talk about this spirit of wisdom
Translate Here:

and what it can do for us.
Translate Here:

We will not only study the spirit of wisdom,
Translate Here:

we’re going to actually get the wisdom of God out of the book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

Have that book of Proverbs available.
Translate Here:

Be ready.
Translate Here:

We’re going to get gold out of this book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

We’re going to receive the spirit of the Lord.
Translate Here:

Proverbs calls it, "The spirit of counsel and might."
Translate Here:

I’m still reading in chapter eleven, verse one.
Translate Here:

"the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord.
Translate Here:

And He shall make him of a quick understanding in the fear of the Lord.
Translate Here:

And He shall not judge out of the sight of His eyes,
Translate Here:

neither reprove after the hearing of His ears."
Translate Here:

Praise the Lord.
Translate Here:

When we can grasp the contents of this spirit of wisdom found in the book of Proverbs,
Translate Here:

we won’t be able to be tricked.
Translate Here:

We won’t look at things as they appear,
Translate Here:

but we’ll look at things as they are.
Translate Here:

I’m very excited about bringing forth the Word of the Lord from the book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

There is so much wisdom to be gleaned.
Translate Here:

It talks to us about how to pay our debts.
Translate Here:

It talks to us about how to respond to sin that exists on the streets.
Translate Here:

It gives us wise advice about investing our money.
Translate Here:

It gives us the advice we need in order to live profitable and successful lives.
Translate Here:

I’ve already mentioned that the book of Proverbs is practical.
Translate Here:

Let’s see how practical it is.
Translate Here:

I wish that this next section of scripture could be posted on the walls of every school in every country.
Translate Here:

It’s a shame that we have gotten rid of the word of God in the school system.
Translate Here:

Listen to this: verse eight of Proverbs, chapter one.
Translate Here:

"Listen, my child, to what your father teaches you.
Translate Here:

Don’t neglect your mother’s teaching.
Translate Here:

What you learn from them will crown you with grace and clothe you with honor."
Translate Here:

Isn’t it true that children of today could learn from their fathers and mothers,
Translate Here:

if they would only listen?
Translate Here:

If our children could hear this,
Translate Here:

they could know that Jesus already knows what is in the hearts of the wicked.
Translate Here:

We learn in Hebrews that Jesus was tempted in every way.
Translate Here:

Here in the word of God in the book of Proverbs,
Translate Here:

Jesus is revealing the truth about the hearts of far too many men.
Translate Here:

And he is saying: "listen my child to what your father teaches you;
Translate Here:

Listen, don’t neglect your mother’s teachings;"
Translate Here:

Verse 15 says:  "don’t go along with them, my child;
Translate Here:

stay far away from their paths of life."
Translate Here:

I frequently read Proverbs chapter 1 while teaching in the prison system in America.
Translate Here:

It’s not only good for the people in the prison system,
Translate Here:

it’s good for everyone including children and grandchildren.
Translate Here:

What a warning.
Translate Here:

What a clear call.
Translate Here:

Look out you young people!
Translate Here:

There are people out there trying to snare you and trap you.
Translate Here:

They would get you involved in things that are going to really hurt you.
Translate Here:

This is particularly meaningful to me because I was released from a trap;
Translate Here:

I was 28-years old and I thought that I was in charge of my life.
Translate Here:

I thought I was doing things just the right way;
Translate Here:

just the way that I wanted to do them.
Translate Here:

Then I received the revelation of the Lord Jesus-Christ.
Translate Here:

I realized how far off track I had actually gotten.
Translate Here:

It wasn’t very long after I was saved that I read Psalm 124.
Translate Here:

It really makes a lot of sense to me.
Translate Here:

In Psalm 124 it says:
Translate Here:

"If the Lord had not been in our side, let Israel now say,
Translate Here:

if the Lord had not been on our side when people rose up against us,
Translate Here:

they would have swallowed us alive because of their burning anger against us."
Translate Here:

When we live in a state of sin,
Translate Here:

when we are associating with sinners,
Translate Here:

we often have enemies.
Translate Here:

There are people who are dedicated to making our lives uncomfortable.
Translate Here:

When the Lord is on our side,
Translate Here:

when we know Jesus,
Translate Here:

when we have been washed in the blood and submitted to the lordship of Jesus-Christ,
Translate Here:

we’ve got Someone to protect us.
Translate Here:

"Blessed be the Lord," it says in verse 6 of Psalm 124,
Translate Here:

"blessed be the Lord who did not let their teeth tear us apart.
Translate Here:

We escaped like a bird from a hunter’s trap.
Translate Here:

The trap is broken and we are free.
Translate Here:

Our help is from the Lord who made the heavens and the earth."
Translate Here:

It is interesting how different parts of the scriptures harmonize with each other.
Translate Here:

They were speaking to us in Proverbs about the bird and the trap.
Translate Here:

Here we are looking in Psalm 124 about a bird and a trap.
Translate Here:

It is not simply words on a page;
Translate Here:

it’s the condition of our lives.
Translate Here:

Apart from having been set free by the Lord Jesus-Christ,
Translate Here:

we are just like birds.  We are in a trap.
Translate Here:

We can’t fly.
Translate Here:

We can’t soar.
Translate Here:

We can’t go because the net is all over us,  the snare.
Translate Here:

It’s called the fowler’s snare.
Translate Here:

The fowler is the evil one, Satan, the dark side.
Translate Here:

He does not want us to have life.
Translate Here:

Jesus came that we might have life, that we might have life more abundantly,
Translate Here:

but the fowler sends forth words into the air.
Translate Here:

He finds people to come to us and say:
Translate Here:

"Come on, join with us and we’ll show you how to make money.
Translate Here:

We’ll show you how to rob and steal."
Translate Here:

Of course he may not even use words like rob and steal,
Translate Here:

but he’ll just say, "We’ll show you how to cheat on your income taxes.
Translate Here:

You don’t have to pay that money."
Translate Here:

It amazing how he has set a trap for us.  So may of us are caught  in a snare.
Translate Here:

But the way out of that snare is Jesus.
Translate Here:

We need the wisdom of God.
Translate Here:

We need the spirit of God.
Translate Here:

We need the strength of God and it’s available to us from the word of God.
Translate Here:

It speaks to us and it speaks to our hearts.
Translate Here:

It lets us know there is a way out; praise the Lord!
Translate Here:

The trap is broken!  We are free!
Translate Here:

Isn’t that good news?  That’s great news!
Translate Here:

Join with me as we close today with a word of prayer.
Translate Here:

Father, we want to thank you for this book of Proverbs.
Translate Here:

We thank you for the wisdom that it contains;
Translate Here:

Lord, it’s our prayer that somehow these words would go out to the children of our neighborhood,
Translate Here:

to the young people, to the young adults;
Translate Here:

They can be set free from the traps they’re in.
Translate Here:

Thank you for the opportunity to be here, pray that you continue your anointing.
Translate Here:

that it’ll fall on this place in a mighty way,
Translate Here:

that there will be no question that thus “saith the Lord is being broadcast from this place.
Translate Here:

We ask you, Lord, to help Brother Stephen Keel with the technical details involved in this program.
Translate Here:

You’ve put me, Lord, in a new place doing a new thing and I definitely need your help.
Translate Here:

Be mighty in the lives of the people that are enriched by these words that come from Heaven.
Translate Here:

We thank you, Lord, and we receive all of this with great joy and thanksgiving in the name of Jesus.
Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity.
Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International
Translate Here:

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.aproverbaday.org
