002c Wisdom Shouts

Translate Here:

Yesterday, we learned that wisdom is something to be sought after. 

Translate Here:

The Lord has led us to the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

One of the hopes we have 

Translate Here:

is that we’ll see the gospel of Jesus Christ revealed in the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

Chapter 1 of Proverbs really focuses on wisdom. 

Translate Here:

If there is anything that is needed today 

Translate Here:

with all the temptation, 

Translate Here:

with all of the possibilities for sin that exists, it is wisdom.

Translate Here:

We need wisdom today more than anytime before, 

Translate Here:

to walk wisely in Christ Jesus. 

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs is the book of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

I really believe that God is going to grant us wisdom as we focus on the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

Listen to what it says in verse 20 of chapter 1: 

Translate Here:

"Wisdom shouts in the streets, 

Translate Here:

she cries out in the public square."

Translate Here:

You notice it uses the word she.

Translate Here:

It’s very interesting, in the book of Proverbs, that wisdom has a feminine nature.

Translate Here:

It says: "She calls out to the crowds along the street 

Translate Here:

to those in front of city hall. 

Translate Here:

You simpletons she cries, 

Translate Here:

how long will you continue being simple-minded?"

Translate Here:

Remember yesterday?

Translate Here:

I talked about the people that heard the voice of their friends saying,

Translate Here:

Come on, let’s rob and steal and get lots of money.

Translate Here:

We were talking about simple-mindedness.

Translate Here:

How long will you mockers relish your mocking? 

Translate Here:

How long will you fools fight the facts?

Translate Here:

Come here and listen to me.

Translate Here:

I will pour out a spirit of wisdom on you and make you wise.

Translate Here:

Remember yesterday we looked at Isaiah chapter 11 verse 1?

Translate Here:

It said, "The spirit of the Lord is upon me."

Translate Here:

In Isaiah, we saw that the spirit of the Lord is a spirit of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

We’re looking at the Book of Proverbs because we need that wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Oh Lord, help us to get this wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Here is what wisdom says in verse 24, 

Translate Here:

"I called you so often, but you would not come. 

Translate Here:

I reached out to you, but you paid no attention. 

Translate Here:

You ignored my advice and rejected the correction I offered."

Translate Here:

That sounds a lot like the gospel in Luke when Jesus said,

Translate Here:

"Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem

Translate Here:

the city who kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers. 

Translate Here:

How often have I wanted to gather your children together 

Translate Here:

as a hen protects her chicks under her wings?

Translate Here:

But, you wouldn’t let me."

Translate Here:

The Lord Jesus wants us to have wisdom.

Translate Here:

He wants to gather us into his household. 

Translate Here:

He wants to give us from on high what we need to be fruitful and abundant.

Translate Here:

But, unfortunately there is a spirit in the world today that is rejecting wisdom of God.

Translate Here:

It’s the same spirit that was there, back when the book of Proverbs was written.

Translate Here:

Wisdom says, "You ignored my advice, you rejected the correction I offered you."

Translate Here:

That’s a terrible thing. 

Translate Here:

Listen to what happens next.

Translate Here:

Wisdom says, "So I will laugh when you are in trouble. 

Translate Here:

I will mock you when disaster overtakes you, 

Translate Here:

when calamity overcomes you like a storm, 

Translate Here:

when you are engulfed by trouble,

Translate Here:

when anguish and distress overwhelm you." 

Translate Here:

It’s no surprise that the psalmist cries out at one point:

Translate Here:

He says, "God, why aren’t you listening to me?"

Translate Here:

The psalmist David, at that particular point of his life was not close to God. 

Translate Here:

He was moving away from God. 

Translate Here:

God heard him but would not answer; that’s the issue. 

Translate Here:

God hears everything we say, 

Translate Here:

but at a certain point He doesn’t answer.

Translate Here:

He says in verse 28, chapter 2 of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

 "I will not answer when they cry for help."

Translate Here:

What a terrible predicament to find ourselves in. 

Translate Here:

To be crying out to God and He will not answer. 

Translate Here:

That’s the result;

Translate Here:

that’s the consequence of rejecting His wisdom.

Translate Here:

It says, "I will not answer when they cry for help," verse 28,

Translate Here:

Even though they anxiously search for me, 

Translate Here:

they will not find me,

Translate Here:

for they hated knowledge, and they chose not to fear the Lord.

Translate Here:

They rejected my advice and they paid no attention, when I corrected them. 

Translate Here:

That is why they must eat the bitter fruit of having their own way."

Translate Here:

Doesn’t this sound like the school systems today? 

Translate Here:

In America, we have the American Civil Liberties Union and various newspapers columnists. 

Translate Here:

They are exclaiming, 

Translate Here:

"Well, I don’t want to have anything to do with those narrow-minded fundamentalist Christians."

Translate Here:

The fact of the matter is, 

Translate Here:

they are the people that are narrow-minded themselves. 

Translate Here:

What they’ve done is, they have rejected the wisdom of God. 

Translate Here:

They do not want to see the 10 commandments posted on the walls in the schools. 

Translate Here:

According to their wisdom, that's somehow going to offend someone’s feelings.

Translate Here:

The laws of God could be offensive. 

Translate Here:

They don’t want to offend anybody. 

Translate Here:

It’s OK to have somebody coming with a gun and shooting people.

Translate Here:

We can’t offend their sensitivities by having the truth posted on the walls of the schools.

Translate Here:

There is a great rejection of wisdom in the land today.

Translate Here:

Verse 21 of Proverb chapter 1 says, 

Translate Here:

"That is why they must eat the bitter fruit of going their own way. 

Translate Here:

They must experience the full terror of the path they have chosen."

Translate Here:

Does having people coming in and shooting in the school system sound like terror?

Translate Here:

It sounds like it to me;

Translate Here:

Proverbs says, "For they are simpletons who turn away from me to death. 

Translate Here:

They are fools and their own complacency will destroy them,

Translate Here:

but, all who listen to me will live in peace and in safety, unafraid of harm."

Translate Here:

What a wonderful promise!

Translate Here:

We can live in peace and safety, unafraid of harm,

Translate Here:

if we will embrace and accept God’s wisdom.

Translate Here:

Rejecting wisdom is nothing new.

Translate Here:

It happened also during the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Translate Here:

At one point, he was preaching in Nazareth. 

Translate Here:

Listen to what happened in Matthew chapter 13. 

Translate Here:

It says: "When Jesus finished telling these stories, 

Translate Here:

he left that part of the country.

Translate Here:

He returned to Nazareth, his hometown. 

Translate Here:

When he taught there in the synagogue, everyone was astonished. 

Translate Here:

They said, 'Where does he get his wisdom and his miracles? 

Translate Here:

He’s just a carpenter’s son. 

Translate Here:

And we know Mary, his mother and his brothers, James, Joseph, Simon and Judas. 

Translate Here:

All his sisters are living right here among us. 

Translate Here:

What makes him so great?'

Translate Here:

And they were deeply offended and they refused to believe in Him."

Translate Here:

What a paradox here.

Translate Here:

They saw the miracles, they heard the wisdom,

Translate Here:

and they rejected Jesus. 

Translate Here:

There is something inside of us that rejects wisdom. 

Translate Here:

It wants to have its own way.

Translate Here:

Jesus told them "a prophet is honored everywhere, 

Translate Here:

except in his hometown and among his own family;

Translate Here:

He only did a few miracles there because of their unbelief."

Translate Here:

We are looking at the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

We a trying to elevate the role of wisdom in our lives as the scripture does.

Translate Here:

Get wisdom, it says in Proverbs, get wisdom and get understanding. 

Translate Here:

We’ll be looking at this more in the future. 

Translate Here:

This is the theme of the first part of the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

And of course, as I’ve already mentioned, 

Translate Here:

we will be seeing this theme as we read the entire book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs is full of the wisdom of God, 

Translate Here:

practical wisdom, 

Translate Here:

things we can use in our everyday life.

Translate Here:

Praise the Lord! 

Translate Here:

What we want to talk about is a spirit of wisdom.

Translate Here:

There is literally a spirit of wisdom that comes on a person.

Translate Here:

It was promised to John the Baptist. 

Translate Here:

His father was priest in the Temple. 

Translate Here:

An Angel appeared to him and prophesized to him.

Translate Here:

He said about John the Baptist, in Luke chapter 1: 

Translate Here:

"He will persuade many Israelites to turn to the Lord their God. 

Translate Here:

He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah, 

Translate Here:

the prophet of old.

Translate Here:

He will precede the coming of the Lord, 

Translate Here:

preparing the people for his arrival. 

Translate Here:

He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 

Translate Here:

and he will change disobedient minds to accept Godly wisdom." 

Translate Here:

That’s the key point, godly wisdom. 

Translate Here:

We have to see that there is a difference between the wisdom of man and the wisdom of God. 

Translate Here:

The wisdom of man always results in pride.

Translate Here:

As a matter of fact, many people, who have rejected God 

Translate Here:

thinking themselves to be wise, have become fools.

Translate Here:

   They’ve not embraced the wisdom of God.

Translate Here:

   They don’t even know that there is a difference between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of men.

Translate Here:

They think because they have a few good ideas here and there, 

Translate Here:

    or, because they know a lot of facts. 

Translate Here:

   or, because they have a lot of information, 

Translate Here:

   they think that somehow, they are wise. 

Translate Here:

   But there is difference between man’s wisdom and God’s wisdom.

Translate Here:

   Let’s take a look at that difference in 1st Corinthians 

Translate Here:

   where Paul compares human wisdom with godly wisdom.

Translate Here:

   In verse 21 of 1st Corinthians it says:

Translate Here:

   "God, in his wisdom, saw to it that the world would never find him through human wisdom."

Translate Here:

   Remember, he is comparing the wisdom of God with human wisdom.

Translate Here:

   "Since God, in His wisdom, 

Translate Here:

   saw to it that the world will never find him through human wisdom, 

Translate Here:

   he has used our foolish preaching to save all those who believe.

Translate Here:

 God’s way seems foolish to the Jews

Translate Here:

   because they want a sign from Heaven to prove that it’s true.

Translate Here:

   It’s foolish to the Greeks 

Translate Here:

   because they only believe what agrees with their own wisdom." 

Translate Here:

   That’s the state that I was in before I surrendered to the lordship of Jesus-Christ. 

Translate Here:

   I thought that I was wise.

Translate Here:

   I was the person making all the decisions about everything.

Translate Here:

   Then Jesus came along and said, I am Lord.

Translate Here:

   Suddenly I realized that there was a godly wisdom.

Translate Here:

   It was far wiser than my weak foolish human wisdom. 

Translate Here:

   I chose to turn away from my weak human wisdom.

Translate Here:

   That was the essence; that was right at the center of my being converted, 

Translate Here:

   from being a slave to sin to becoming a slave to righteousness. 

Translate Here:

   In verse 23 of 1st Corinthians it says: 

Translate Here:

   So, we preach that Christ was crucified. 

Translate Here:

   When we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended.

Translate Here:

   The Gentiles say, "It’s all nonsense."

Translate Here:

  There they were, 2000 years ago, claiming that it was all nonsense.

Translate Here:

  These wise gentiles thought it was nonsense 

Translate Here:

   when in fact, it was the wisdom of God.

Translate Here:

   But to those called by God to salvation, it says, 

Translate Here:

   "both Jews and Gentiles: 

Translate Here:

   Christ is the mighty power of God 

Translate Here:

   and the wonderful wisdom of God.

Translate Here:

   This foolish plan of God is far wiser than the wisest plan of man.

Translate Here:

   God’s weakness is far stronger than the greatest human strength."

Translate Here:

   What a marvelous way to look at wisdom!

Translate Here:

   Tune in again tomorrow and we’re going to continue to look at the wisdom of God in the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

    This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

   God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

   A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com   

Translate Here:

