003 Seek Wisdom
Translate Here:

Yesterday, we looked at the fact that there are two different kinds of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Remember? 

Translate Here:

We were in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

and we were lifting up wisdom.

Translate Here:

God said, "Seek after wisdom."

Translate Here:

We’ll see that clearly as we look at Proverbs Chapter 3. 

Translate Here:

But, what kind of wisdom is it that we’re looking for? 

Translate Here:

Just in case you weren’t tuned in yesterday, I have to make this clear. 

Translate Here:

There’s a difference between the spirit of wisdom that comes from God and human wisdom. 

Translate Here:

By way of review, we looked at 1 Corinthians.  It says,

Translate Here:

"God in His wisdom saw to it that the world would never find Him through human wisdom."

Translate Here:

See how he contrasts the wisdom of God with human wisdom? 

Translate Here:

In Romans chapter 1 it speaks about those people who, considering themselves wise became fools. 

Translate Here:

And they began worshipping gods that were not gods at all,

Translate Here:

statues of gold and silver and wood and so on and so forth,

Translate Here:

and God gave them over to a reprobate mind. 

Translate Here:

I believe this speaks to us of what’s happening today. 

Translate Here:

People have rejected the wisdom of God. 

Translate Here:

They’ve said, "We do not want the Bible in our schools; the Bible is offensive."

Translate Here:

Let’s clear up as to why the Bible is offensive. 

Translate Here:

Some people say that the Bible is offensive.

Translate Here:

They are the ones who want to do the things that the Bible says, "Thou shalt not do."

Translate Here:

I know that very well.

Translate Here:

I lived like those people for a number of years. 

Translate Here:

I was 28 before I received the Lord. 

Translate Here:

I wanted to sin. 

Translate Here:

You see, the wisdom of the book of Proverbs says that sin gives pleasure for a season.

Translate Here:

I was enjoying the pleasure of sin. 

Translate Here:

Sin is fun. 

Translate Here:

If anybody says that sin isn’t fun, they’ve missed the fun.

Translate Here:

Sin is fun. 

Translate Here:

But, sin only gives pleasure for a season, because afterwards,

Translate Here:

its bite is like that of a poisonous snake. 

Translate Here:

Look at the natural consequences of sin. 

Translate Here:

....somebody that drinks alcohol to excess

Translate Here:

Well, at the time they’re doing it, it seems like fun,

Translate Here:

but while they’re drinking it, it is eating away at their liver. 

Translate Here:

The body deteriorates rapidly. 

Translate Here:

People smoking cigarettes are enjoying the satisfaction they get from that cigarette. 

Translate Here:

By their smoking of one after another,

Translate Here:

those cigarettes build up powerful effects,

Translate Here:

which result in cancer; lung cancer, heart disease, and so on.

Translate Here:

Sin only gives pleasure for a season.

Translate Here:

But the reason people reject the wisdom of God is that,

Translate Here:

they simply want to sin.

Translate Here:

We’ve promised to try to link together the book of Proverbs with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Translate Here:

It tells us in John 3,

Translate Here:

that Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn the world.

Translate Here:

He says that the world already condemns itself by rejecting the light.

Translate Here:

He says they didn’t come to the light,

Translate Here:

because the light reproved or revealed

Translate Here:

or made clear the fact that they were in a state of sin. 

Translate Here:

That is why so many people do not want the Ten Commandments hanging on the walls of the schools.

Translate Here:

They want to do those things that the Bible says, "Thou shalt not do."

Translate Here:

That which prevents us from doing the "thou shalt nots" is this spirit of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

This we gain, by the grace of God.

Translate Here:

The spirit of wisdom comes from on high. 

Translate Here:

It anoints us with understanding and right thoughts.

Translate Here:

We see through wisdom the consequences of our sins.

Translate Here:

But how does this spirit of wisdom come to us? 

Translate Here:

Again, looking to the gospels, Jesus said,

Translate Here:

"Seek and ye shall find, 

Translate Here:

knock and the door shall be opened unto you,

Translate Here:

ask and it shall be given unto you."

Translate Here:

Which brings us to where we are in Proverbs chapter 2, verse 1.

Translate Here:

It says, "My child, listen to me,

Translate Here:

treasure my instructions,

Translate Here:

tune your ear to wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Concentrate yourself on understanding."

Translate Here:

Now, this spirit of wisdom is speaking to every one of us. 

Translate Here:

It doesn’t matter if you’re fifty years old, or fifteen years old, you’re a child of God.

Translate Here:

My child, listen to me and treasure my instructions.

Translate Here:

Now in verses 3 and 4, it starts to really reveal what’s required here.

Translate Here:

"Cry out," it says. 

Translate Here:

"Cry out for insight and understanding.

Translate Here:

Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. 

Translate Here:

Then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord,

Translate Here:

and you will gain knowledge of God."

Translate Here:

This spirit of wisdom comes from on high. 

Translate Here:

But we are shown in the book of Proverbs

Translate Here:

that it’s in response to our desire. 

Translate Here:

We are made hungry. 

Translate Here:

I’m trying to make you hungry today. 

Translate Here:

This is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

We’ve got some good food here,

Translate Here:

and I’m trying to make you hungry.

Translate Here:

I want to make you want this wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Yesterday, I said if you get this wisdom,

Translate Here:

you’re going to be able to live in peace and in safety,

Translate Here:

and you won’t be afraid of harm.

Translate Here:

And of course,

Translate Here:

..we learned the consequences of not seeking after this wisdom.

Translate Here:

The Bible says that if you hate knowledge and choose not to hear the Lord,

Translate Here:

He won’t hear you when you pray. 

Translate Here:

Remember that verse from yesterday? 

Translate Here:

"They must experience the full terror of the path that they have chosen."

Translate Here:

It strikes me that all of the violence in the work place,

Translate Here:

.and the violence in the school system is terror. 

Translate Here:

It’s terror. 

Translate Here:

Isn’t it interesting that those people committing that violence,

Translate Here:

are those that have totally rejected the wisdom of God?

Translate Here:

"But all who listen to me, Wisdom,

Translate Here:

will live in peace and safety,.... unafraid of harm." 

Translate Here:

Ok, I’m trying to draw you in. 

Translate Here:

God’s word should be making you hungry. 

Translate Here:

I want you to smell the bread and want some to eat,

Translate Here:

but wanting it is not enough; 

Translate Here:

There’s something that you’ve got to do about it. 

Translate Here:

You’ve got to cry out, as it says in Proverbs chapter 2, verse 3: 

Translate Here:

"Cry out for understanding and wisdom."

Translate Here:

Have you tried that lately? 

Translate Here:

When you pray,

Translate Here:

instead of saying, 

Translate Here:

"Bless Momma, bless Daddy, and bless the pastor,"

Translate Here:

Try this:

Translate Here:

"Lord! 

Translate Here:

Give me this wisdom that Brother Steve is talking about! 

Translate Here:

I need it! 

Translate Here:

I know I don’t have it,

Translate Here:

and I’ve got to get it! 

Translate Here:

Show me where to go to find it! 

Translate Here:

Help Brother Steve to show us the direction and the path where we can go to gain this wisdom and insight and understanding." 

Translate Here:

Hallelujah! Pray that way. 

Translate Here:

I know. I prayed daily for my children, especially when they were small.

Translate Here:

I’d been reading this book of Proverbs on a daily basis. 

Translate Here:

I was gaining an understanding of how important this is.

Translate Here:

So I prayed, "Father, in the name of Jesus,

Translate Here:

give this child wisdom and common sense."

Translate Here:

Wisdom and common sense; 

Translate Here:

Hallelujah! That’s what the Bible talks about. 

Translate Here:

Soon we will get to that verse where it talks about wisdom and common sense.

Translate Here:

Wisdom isn’t some high, lofty thing up there.

Translate Here:

You don’t have to have a degree from Yale Divinity School in order to understand it. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom is, in fact, a person.

Translate Here:

Jesus is wisdom. Wisdom is Jesus.

Translate Here:

If you have Jesus, you have the possibility of wisdom erupting inside of your person.

Translate Here:

But you have to cry out for it; 

Translate Here:

You have to search for it.

Translate Here:

I really love the way it speaks of it in Proverbs chapter 2:

Translate Here:

"Search for insight and understanding as you would for lost money,

Translate Here:

or, for a hidden treasure buried in a field some place." 

Translate Here:

I promised to show you the relationship between the book of Proverbs and the gospels. 

Translate Here:

In Matthew, Jesus says,

Translate Here:

"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that a man discovers hidden in a field.

Translate Here:

In his excitement, he hid it again,

Translate Here:

and he sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field. 

Translate Here:

And he got the treasure too."

Translate Here:

Get the picture here?

Translate Here:

This man found a treasure in a field and he said,

Translate Here:

"Oh, wow, this is beautiful!"

Translate Here:

So, he hid the money again,

Translate Here:

and he went out and he got other money,

Translate Here:

and he came around and he bought that field. 

Translate Here:

When he bought that field, he had the treasure also. 

Translate Here:

Right after that, it says:

Translate Here:

"The kingdom of heaven is like a pearl merchant on the lookout for choice pearls.

Translate Here:

When he discovered a pearl of great value, 

Translate Here:

he sold everything he owned, and he bought it."

Translate Here:

What would you be willing to sell in exchange for this spirit of wisdom we’ve been talking about this week? 

Translate Here:

We find this subject again in another place in the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

I’ll talk more about it when we get there. 

Translate Here:

It says, "Buy the truth, and sell it not." 

Translate Here:

It is just like this man who bought a field so that he could have the treasure that was in the field.

Translate Here:

It is like the pearl merchant, 

Translate Here:

who bought this pearl of great value and wanted to own it;

Translate Here:

he wanted to make it part of himself. 

Translate Here:

He was hungry for wisdom. 

Translate Here:

He was searching for wisdom.

Translate Here:

He had to have wisdom.

Translate Here:

I want you to listen to A Proverb a Day. 

Translate Here:

Listen to this book of Proverbs and have this idea.

Translate Here:

I’ve got to get it. 

Translate Here:

I’ve got to have it. 

Translate Here:

I can’t live without it.

Translate Here:

I’ve got to have wisdom.

Translate Here:

"If you’ll search for them as you would lost money or a hidden treasure,

Translate Here:

then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord,

Translate Here:

and you will gain knowledge of God."

Translate Here:

Now, many of us are familiar with the verse that says,

Translate Here:

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."

Translate Here:

We will get to that.  It’s not very far away in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

It is referring to understanding.

Translate Here:

It tells us what it means to fear the Lord, 

Translate Here:

so that you can gain knowledge of God.

Translate Here:

Yesterday, we were talking about the difference between human wisdom and the wisdom of God; 

Translate Here:

Here is the difference:

Translate Here:

one of them,

Translate Here:

human wisdom is filled with facts and figures,

Translate Here:

and knowledge and places and people and events and theories. 

Translate Here:

But the idea that’s expressed in the book of Proverbs is Godly wisdom, 

Translate Here:

With it you will gain what it calls "knowledge of God Himself."

Translate Here:

It’s not enough to know about God. 

Translate Here:

We’d need to know God.

Translate Here:

Moses was shown the ways of God,

Translate Here:

but the children only knew the acts of God. 

Translate Here:

That’s where too many Christians are today. 

Translate Here:

They know that Jesus was born in a manger.

Translate Here:

They know that he died on a cross.

Translate Here:

They know that he taught the scribes and the Pharisees when he was 12 years old.

Translate Here:

They know that he healed the blind man.

Translate Here:

They know so much about him. 

Translate Here:

But do they know Him? 

Translate Here:

Proverbs tells us to get to know Him, to know Jesus, to know God.

Translate Here:

I’ll continue this tomorrow. 

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity.

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

 Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

