005 Seek Wisdom Part 3

Translate Here:

In Paul’s writings, in one place, he says that the letter of the law killeth,... 

Translate Here:

but the spirit of the law giveth life. 

Translate Here:

He makes a difference. 

Translate Here:

He makes a distinction between the written word and the living word.

Translate Here:

The word became flesh and dwelled among men. 

Translate Here:

Jesus is a living Word.

Translate Here:

Today, we are looking at the written Word.

Translate Here:

We are looking at an in-depth study of the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

What we want to do is we want to see through the written Word, 

Translate Here:

through the ink and the chicken tracks on the page. 

Translate Here:

We want to get a glimpse of Jesus. 

Translate Here:

We want to know the living Word. 

Translate Here:

So we are talking this week about knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:

We are talking about growing in the knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs promises us that, if we search for insight and understanding

Translate Here:

We are reading in chapter 2.

Translate Here:

"If we cry out for insight and understanding,

Translate Here:

searching for them as we would for lost money or hidden treasure, 

Translate Here:

you will gain the knowledge of God."

Translate Here:

Why would we want the knowledge of God?

Translate Here:

What is the knowledge of God going to do for us?

Translate Here:

What is the knowledge of God?

Translate Here:

The knowledge of God is knowing Him,

Translate Here:

and the power of his resurrection.

Translate Here:

Knowing his nature,

Translate Here:

knowing his character, 

Translate Here:

knowing how he feels,

Translate Here:

how he reacts,

Translate Here:

how he thinks.

Translate Here:

What makes him happy? 

Translate Here:

What makes him sad? 

Translate Here:

What makes God happy? 

Translate Here:

What can you do to make him happy?

Translate Here:

What can you do to make him sad? 

Translate Here:

Do you know him well enough to know how he feels about how you’re going to spend your day today?

Translate Here:

What about the next 15 minutes of your life? 

Translate Here:

Are they going to please him?

Translate Here:

We need to know this Jesus better.

Translate Here:

In Second Peter Chapter 1, it says in verse 3,

Translate Here:

"As we know Jesus better, 

Translate Here:

his divine power,

Translate Here:

gives us everything we need for living a Godly life. "

Translate Here:

You notice it didn’t say, "As we are better able to quote scripture verses." 

Translate Here:

No, it said, "As we know Jesus better" 

Translate Here:

Now Jesus has spoken to us in the Word of God. 

Translate Here:

So, being able to quote scripture verses is very valuable,

Translate Here:

because when we speak the verses that are written in the scriptures,

Translate Here:

we are speaking His words, 

Translate Here:

But, remember the Apostle Paul’s word

Translate Here:

"The written Word killeth, 

Translate Here:

but the living Word gives life." 

Translate Here:

The spirit of the word gives life. 

Translate Here:

He has called us, it says, to receive his own glory and goodness.

Translate Here:

We are supposed to have the power that Jesus had. 

Translate Here:

At the beginning of the week, we read out of Isaiah chapter 11 in verse 1 where it says, 

Translate Here:

"The spirit of the Lord is upon me,

Translate Here:

the spirit of wisdom 

Translate Here:

and understanding 

Translate Here:

and counsel

Translate Here:

and knowledge 

Translate Here:

and might and power, 

Translate Here:

and the ability to preach the gospel to the poor, 

Translate Here:

to set those that are bound up and locked in prison free."

Translate Here:

Well, we said on Monday,

Translate Here:

that this is for every one of us.

Translate Here:

If we are Christians, we are supposed to know him better, 

Translate Here:

and receive everything that we need for living a Godly life. 

Translate Here:

He has called us to receive of his own glory and goodness. 

Translate Here:

 This is the revelation that the Apostle Peter communicated to the church.

Translate Here:

"And by that same mighty power he has given us all of his rich and wonderful promises.

Translate Here:

He has promised that you will escape the decadence all around you caused by evil desires,

Translate Here:

and that you will share in his divine nature." 

Translate Here:

What do you need to escape from today? 

Translate Here:

What’s pressing on you today?

Translate Here:

Is there some Godless individual who at work has got it "in" for you?

Translate Here:

Are they already thinking about some nasty remark that they are going to make to you? 

Translate Here:

Do you have a loved one, a husband or a wife that is trapped in sin? 

Translate Here:

In drugs?

Translate Here:

In alcohol?

Translate Here:

In gambling? 

Translate Here:

What decadence around you is pressuring you today? 

Translate Here:

What is the way out? 

Translate Here:

How can we be set free?

Translate Here:

How can we assure that our children are going to be free? 

Translate Here:

Could it be according to this divine revelation written by the Apostle Peter? 

Translate Here:

Are we to know Christ? 

Translate Here:

Will we know him? 

Translate Here:

Not simply know about him. 

Translate Here:

Remember yesterday, in Psalm 103 verse 11,

Translate Here:

"God revealed his ways to Moses,

Translate Here:

but the children of Israel only knew about his acts." 

Translate Here:

They only had information about him, 

Translate Here:

but God revealed his character to Moses. 

Translate Here:

We need to know the character of God. 

Translate Here:

We need to know him.

Translate Here:

And when we know Him,

Translate Here:

He has promised that we will escape the decadence all around us caused by evil desires,

Translate Here:

and that we will share in His divine nature. 

Translate Here:

Proverbs, as we have stated, is a book full of wisdom.

Translate Here:

We will be spending some time in the book of Proverbs,

Translate Here:

trying to get a hold of that wisdom,

Translate Here:

trying to get a grip on the wisdom of God.

Translate Here:

Before we go too far, 

Translate Here:

we really have to define and understand what the wisdom of God is. 

Translate Here:

We are making a connection between the book of Proverbs and the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Translate Here:

We are connecting the book of Proverbs, and the things that are said about Jesus, 

Translate Here:

the things that are found in the New Testament.

Translate Here:

Listen to what Paul writes in Colossians chapter 2.

Translate Here:

Before I read, I am going to tell you what to listen for as I read it.

Translate Here:

There is a phrase in this passage. It says,

Translate Here:

 "In Him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

Translate Here:

That is what you are going to be hearing. 

Translate Here:

That is what you are going to be listening for. 

Translate Here:

I am now reading from Colossians Chapter 2 verse 1: 

Translate Here:

"I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the church at Laodicea,

Translate Here:

and for many other friends who have never known me personally.

Translate Here:

My goal is that they will be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. 

Translate Here:

I want them to have full confidence

Translate Here:

because they have complete understanding of God’s secret plan, which is Christ himself. 

Translate Here:

"In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

Translate Here:

Now hear Proverbs chapter 2

Translate Here:

"My child, listen to me and treasure my instructions.

Translate Here:

Tune your ears to wisdom and concentrate on understanding."

Translate Here:

We can do this because of what we have read here in Colossians.

Translate Here:

We know now that it says tune your ears to Jesus,

Translate Here:

and concentrate on understanding. 

Translate Here:

Cry out for insight and understanding. 

Translate Here:

Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. 

Translate Here:

Proverbs chapter 2 and Colossians agree with each other.

Translate Here:

Paul writes that in Jesus lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Translate Here:

I assure you, the man that has knowledge of God, 

Translate Here:

the person who has intimacy with God,

Translate Here:

the person who has been communing with God,

Translate Here:

he is not shaken by the difficulties and the troubles that are around him. 

Translate Here:

If someone steals something from him,

Translate Here:

it doesn’t get him upset.

Translate Here:

He knows that whoever did that stealing from him is likely to find out about Jesus.

Translate Here:

If he has a chance to talk to him,

Translate Here:

he is not going to rail out against him and accuse him and get mad at him or angry at him.

Translate Here:

He is going to say, "Why are you stealing? 

Translate Here:

It must be there’s something empty in your life. 

Translate Here:

You are missing something. 

Translate Here:

Let me tell you what you are missing. 

Translate Here:

You are not missing whatever it was that you stole from me. 

Translate Here:

What you are missing is Jesus. 

Translate Here:

If you had Jesus, you’d have everything, and you wouldn’t need to steal 

Translate Here:

because in him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

Translate Here:

Frankly, the best way you can get to know Jesus is to drown yourself in the Word of God. 

Translate Here:

Let the Word of God just pour over you. 

Translate Here:

Let the showers of blessing come forth on you.

Translate Here:

Now some people say, "Well, I have difficulty understanding the Word of God. 

Translate Here:

I just can’t understand it. 

Translate Here:

I read it and it doesn’t mean anything to me."

Translate Here:

Often, I am reading from the New Living Bible. 

Translate Here:

It’s a paraphrase of the Bible.

Translate Here:

It’s using the language that we use today.

Translate Here:

That’s why it’s so clear to you. 

Translate Here:

The things that I am reading are clear,

Translate Here:

simply because I am using a clear translation. 

Translate Here:

My recommendation is to get a clear translation. 

Translate Here:

Now it could be that you’d say,

Translate Here:

"Well, I just don’t read that well." 

Translate Here:

Well, that may true today, but I assure you,

Translate Here:

if you will search for knowledge of God like you would for hidden treasure,

Translate Here:

your reading skills will improve dramatically.

Translate Here:

You might say,

Translate Here:

"I don’t read well enough right now."

Translate Here:

Well, when was the last time you earned 15 or 20 dollars?

Translate Here:

There are people that are listening to me that have had access to $15 or $20 dollars at some time. 

Translate Here:

I tell these people, go to the Christian bookstore,

Translate Here:

and pick up a tape recording of the word of God. 

Translate Here:

The Bible is found on tape, 

Translate Here:

or you can find it on CD’s, on disks.

Translate Here:

Do you not have time to expose yourself to the Word of God? 

Translate Here:

There should be a time when you listen to the Word of God.

Translate Here:

When you are home in the evenings,

Translate Here:

instead of watching TV,

Translate Here:

perhaps you can put the Bible on your CD player and listen to it. 

Translate Here:

Shower yourself; 

Translate Here:

immerse yourself in the Word of God. 

Translate Here:

Not every one can buy a CD or a tape player. 

Translate Here:

I tell these people, "Listen to Christian radio."

Translate Here:

It’s exposure to the Word of God that makes us hungry for Jesus. 

Translate Here:

When we see and hear, through this exposure to the Word of God,

Translate Here:

about how good He is,

Translate Here:

that makes us want more of Him. 

Translate Here:

There is just absolutely no question about that. 

Translate Here:

What is missing today in our society,

Translate Here:

is the lack of wisdom and knowledge. 

Translate Here:

There is such a need for people who will seek after the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:

It’s work. 

Translate Here:

You have to spend time at it. 

Translate Here:

Nobody learned to play football by watching someone play football on TV. 

Translate Here:

They had to get involved with it. 

Translate Here:

They had to get on the field and play themselves.

Translate Here:

I commend unto you that this admonition in the book of Proverbs is for you. 

Translate Here:

Seek after wisdom as you would for a hidden treasure lost in a field.

Translate Here:

I am telling you, there is a treasure lost in a field. 

Translate Here:

I am telling you, that if you can find it, 

Translate Here:

you will be enriched beyond your wildest imagination. 

Translate Here:

I know.

Translate Here:

I’m enriched. 

Translate Here:

I am personally enriched.

Translate Here:

It’s a great blessing to me to tell you about these things. 

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity.

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

 Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

