006 Two Wisdoms
Translate Here:

It’s a tremendous privilege to be sharing the Words of God with you. 

Translate Here:

You know, those that hunger and thirst for righteousness shall be filled. 

Translate Here:

Not everybody is hungry. 

Translate Here:

Not everybody is seeking. 

Translate Here:

I am hoping now that there are a few more seeking.

Translate Here:

Last week when we learned that we are supposed to be seeking for wisdom

Translate Here:

as for a lost treasure that’s hidden in a field,  

Translate Here:

we tried to lay groundwork last week, which we are going to build on this week. 

Translate Here:

We have a foundation to work with now. 

Translate Here:

We learned that we are to seek wisdom.

Translate Here:

We learned that there is a difference between human wisdom and Godly wisdom. 

Translate Here:

In fact, there is, what we discovered, a spirit of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom is a spiritual blessing that comes from on high.

Translate Here:

We even learned that Jesus himself is that Spirit of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

We saw in Isaiah chapter 1, verse 1, that the spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus.

Translate Here:

It was a spirit of wisdom, council and might. 

Translate Here:

It enabled him to preach the gospel to the poor. 

Translate Here:

To set the prisoners free.

Translate Here:

To bind up the broken hearted.

Translate Here:

We understand now, that that spirit is supposed to be on every one of us.  

Translate Here:

So, we have that there is a human wisdom and a Godly wisdom.

Translate Here:

I don’t think I was as clear about human wisdom as I might have been. 

Translate Here:

It’s possible to be very religious. 

Translate Here:

One may even be in a position of leadership in the church.  You may be promoting worldly wisdom.

Translate Here:

You may be promoting worldly wisdom regarding Christianity or regarding the Bible. 

Translate Here:

There are theologians that are filled with human knowledge regarding the Bible, 

Translate Here:

 but they don’t know Jesus. 

Translate Here:

There is human wisdom; there is Godly wisdom,

Translate Here:

and the wisest thing we can do is to gain knowledge. 

Translate Here:

Now the question is "What kind of knowledge?"

Translate Here:

If there are different kinds of wisdom, there are probably different kinds of knowledge. 

Translate Here:

We discovered last week there is something called the knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:

I wonder how many of you have spent much time thinking about the knowledge of God? 

Translate Here:

or about having knowledge of God?

Translate Here:

We learned that it’s the lack of knowledge of God that causes people to perish.  

Translate Here:

It is very interesting what we saw back there in Hosea.

Translate Here:

Hosea said that all of our environmental problems are the result of a lack of the knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:

We need to know Jesus. 

Translate Here:

What a friend we have in Jesus! 

Translate Here:

All our sins and griefs to bear. 

Translate Here:

He is my counselor. 

Translate Here:

He’s my Lord. He is my Creator. 

Translate Here:

He is my Comforter. He is my Friend.

Translate Here:

He is my Lover. 

Translate Here:

Jesus loves me, this I know. 

Translate Here:

What higher knowledge could we ever obtain than the fact that Jesus loves me?

Translate Here:

and that he is my friend?

Translate Here:

There is no higher knowledge.  Imagine that!

Translate Here:

We have the privilege of being loved by and being the friend of the Creator of the universe. 

Translate Here:

If I could say that I was the friend of the mayor of Yanceyville, North Carolina,

Translate Here:

that would give me some status in Yanceyville.

Translate Here:

I would be known as somebody that was kind of "on the IN"

Translate Here:

But then if I could say… 

Translate Here:

I am on a speaking relationship with and I am the friend of the Governor of North Carolina,

Translate Here:

that would set me up a notch or two.  

Translate Here:

Now, I am not just the friend of the mayor of Yanceywille.

Translate Here:

I’m not just the friend of somebody with a little bit of position and a little bit of power. 

Translate Here:

If I could say,  I’m the friend of the President of the United States.

Translate Here:

I can call him whenever I want to, and he often talks to me.

Translate Here:

It is a two-way conversation.

Translate Here:

I call him. He calls me.

Translate Here:

Hey, that would be really something if I could say that I was the friend of the President of the United States. 

Translate Here:

But get to this.  I’ve got something better than that. 

Translate Here:

I am the friend of the King of kings, the Lord of lords, and he loves me. 

Translate Here:

He wants to spend time with me. 

Translate Here:

He wants me to spend time with him.  

Translate Here:

We have a long-term relationship, 

Translate Here:

and if I need something, I can go to him and I can ask him for it.  

Translate Here:

And he in his wisdom supplies all my needs, 

Translate Here:

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

Translate Here:

Now isn’t that wonderful. Isn’t that wonderful! 

Translate Here:

So the wisest thing we could do is gain knowledge of God.

Translate Here:

The thing that we could know about him 

Translate Here:

is that he loves us and that he is our friend.

Translate Here:

There is yet a third subject.  We are going to spend some time on and it is related to this.

Translate Here:

It’s all hooked in together. It has to do with the fear of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is mentioned over 12 times in Proverbs.

Translate Here:

Here we are doing the study of Proverbs.  We want to find Jesus in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

We want to find the gospel of Jesus Christ preached in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

Well, I assure you it’s here.

Translate Here:

Along with knowing about Jesus being our lover and our friend, 

Translate Here:

and we have got to have the fear of the Lord.

Translate Here:

Without the fear of the Lord, we are reduced in our ability to really know him.

Translate Here:

As I said, the fear of the Lord is mentioned over 12 times in the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

Is there a relationship between the fear of God, wisdom and knowledge?

Translate Here:

There sure is. Look at Proverbs chapter 1 verse 7. 

Translate Here:

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.

Translate Here:

Fools despise wisdom and discipline. "

Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. 

Translate Here:

What it is telling us here, is that we’re not going to gain any real knowledge of Jesus, unless the fear of the Lord is within us. 

Translate Here:

Now the fear of the Lord isn’t something that is learned intellectually.

Translate Here:

This fear comes from the Greek word "phobos" where we get the word "phobia" 

Translate Here:

A person that has a phobia, has a fear that just grips them.

Translate Here:

It is not something they think about. It's not something that they turn on, and they turn off.

Translate Here:

It’s not "Well, I am going to be fearful today."

Translate Here:

No, it doesn’t happen that way. 

Translate Here:

When you have a phobia, when you have a fear, it is inside of you and it is there all of the time.  

Translate Here:

I recall just now that Jeremiah says where are those people who tremble at the Word of the Lord? 

Translate Here:

Do you tremble at the Word of the Lord? 

Translate Here:

Is this serious business? 

Translate Here:

Well, it is, and the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.

Translate Here:

I am not going to read all 12 of the references to the fear of the Lord in Proverbs today,

Translate Here:

but, I want to give you a taste so that you can see what is coming up in the days to come.

Translate Here:

In Proverbs 3:7, it says, "Do not be wise in your own eyes. Fear the Lord and shun evil."

Translate Here:

Right there we’re seeing a repeat of what we have been talking about. 

Translate Here:

There's a human wisdom and a Godly wisdom.

Translate Here:

It says do not be wise in your own eyes. 

Translate Here:

We have too many people who are puffed up and proud, 

Translate Here:

full of their own knowledge, and they are wise in their own eyes.

Translate Here:

But, Proverbs is very direct.

Translate Here:

It is simple language speaking right to the problem. 

Translate Here:

The problem is that there are too many people who are wise in their own eyes. 

Translate Here:

Are you wise in your own eyes?

Translate Here:

I know you know somebody else who is wise in their own eyes, but you likely say, "Hey, that’s their problem."

Translate Here:

What about you? 

Translate Here:

Are you wise in your own eyes? 

Translate Here:

Do you look at yourself as being somebody that really knows something? 

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs says don’t do it.

Translate Here:

 Do not be wise in your own eyes. 

Translate Here:

Fear the Lord and shun evil. 

Translate Here:

According to Proverbs, self-wisdom is evil.  

Translate Here:

Proverbs chapter 8 verse 13 tells us to fear the Lord is to hate evil. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom speaks and says, "I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech."

Translate Here:

That is an interesting concept. 

Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. 

Translate Here:

Do we hate evil today? I think not. 

Translate Here:

Evil surrounds us and we have made it a part of our normal everyday life. 

Translate Here:

If we truly hated evil, we would have to turn that television set off. 

Translate Here:

It says in Proverbs 8:13,

Translate Here:

"To fear the Lord is to hate evil."  I hate pride and arrogance and evil behavior and perverse speech.

Translate Here:

 Isn’t that exactly what most of our television diet is made up of?

Translate Here:

TV is all about evil behavior and perverse or wicked speech.

Translate Here:

It is in front of us all day long.  

Translate Here:

I am astounded at how many times I walk into homes.

Translate Here:

The television set is on.

Translate Here:

There is a program on the television set with evil people on it, doing evil things, speaking perverse things. 

Translate Here:

The volume is usually up so high that you can’t ignore the fact that it is in the room.

Translate Here:

And, there are small children in the room.  There are people doing their normal things.

Translate Here:

Maybe a wife cleaning the floor or a husband reading the newspaper.

Translate Here:

And they fill their homes....homes filled with evil, perversed speech.

Translate Here:

Now, let me mention this. 

Translate Here:

These are so-called Christian homes. 

Translate Here:

These are people who go to church on a regular basis.  

Translate Here:

Is your television set pouring evil speech and preserve actions into your home all day long? 

Translate Here:

If it is, fear the Lord and turn it off. 

Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom says I hate pride and arrogance, and evil behavior and perverse speech. 

Translate Here:

Do you feel like you don’t really know God the way you’d like to know God?

Translate Here:

That television set is running.

Translate Here:

 Do you feel like you don’t know enough about the Bible? 

Translate Here:

Do you feel like you are sort of a second class Christian? 

Translate Here:

Then you need the fear of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Translate Here:

That is repeated again in Proverbs chapter 9, verse 10.

Translate Here:

It says, "The knowledge of the Holy One is understanding

Translate Here:

so we fear the Lord.

Translate Here:

That is the beginning of wisdom.

Translate Here:

Knowledge of the Holy One is understanding."

Translate Here:

That brings us right back to the fact that we have got to know this Friend of ours. 

Translate Here:

We have got to know his voice. We have got to know his ways. 

Translate Here:

We have got to know what he likes and what he doesn’t like. 

Translate Here:

I can’t believe that he likes to have that TV set running all day long, spewing out arrogance, pride, evil, perverse speech. 

Translate Here:

That’s a little something to think about. 

Translate Here:

The fear of the Lord is mentioned over 12 times in the Book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

Knowledge of God himself is what we are after. 

Translate Here:

The key to this thing is gaining wisdom and understanding.

Translate Here:

Not human wisdom.

Translate Here:

Not human wisdom, but Godly wisdom. 

Translate Here:

I hope you have been challenged.

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

