009 Search for Wisdom
Translate Here:

Today, I pray that we will be feasting at the banqueting table of God,

Translate Here:

whose banner over us will be love. 

Translate Here:

Let us eat some of the Word of God.

Translate Here:

We’re doing a study in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

We’re hoping to see a relationship 

Translate Here:

between the wisdom found in the book of Proverbs and the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Translate Here:

Let’s take a look at the entirety of Proverbs chapter 2.

Translate Here:

"My child, listen to me and treasure my instructions. 

Translate Here:

Tune your ears to wisdom and concentrate on understanding. 

Translate Here:

Cry out for wisdom and understanding. 

Translate Here:

Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. 

Translate Here:

Then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord, 

Translate Here:

and you will gain knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:

For the Lord grants wisdom, 

Translate Here:

and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

Translate Here:

He grants a treasure of good sense to the godly. 

Translate Here:

He is a shield, protecting those who walk in integrity. 

Translate Here:

He guards the path of justice, 

Translate Here:

and he protects those who are faithful to Him. 

Translate Here:

Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, 

Translate Here:

and you will know how to take the right course of action every time. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom will enter your heart,

Translate Here:

and knowledge will fill you with joy. 

Translate Here:

Wise planning will watch over you;

Translate Here:

understanding will keep you safe. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom will save you from evil people, 

Translate Here:

from those whose speech is corrupt. 

Translate Here:

These people turn from right ways to dark and evil paths. 

Translate Here:

They rejoice in doing wrong, 

Translate Here:

and they enjoy evil as it turns things upside down. 

Translate Here:

What they do is crooked and their ways are wrong. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom will save you from the immoral woman, 

Translate Here:

from the flattery of the adulterous woman. 

Translate Here:

She has abandoned her husband 

Translate Here:

and has ignored the covenant she made before God. 

Translate Here:

Entering her house leads to death; 

Translate Here:

it is the road to hell. 

Translate Here:

The man who visits her is doomed; 

Translate Here:

he will never reach the paths of life. 

Translate Here:

Follow the steps of the good man instead, 

Translate Here:

and stay on the paths of the righteous, 

Translate Here:

for only the upright will live in the land, 

Translate Here:

and those who have integrity will remain in it. 

Translate Here:

But the wicked will be removed from the land, 

Translate Here:

and the treacherous will be destroyed."

Translate Here:

Praise the Lord, we’ve just read Proverbs chapter 2.

Translate Here:

I believe that God can open up this word to us today, 

Translate Here:

so that we can feast on it with thanksgiving. 

Translate Here:

When we started this study, 

Translate Here:

we mentioned how practical the book of Proverbs was. 

Translate Here:

How much more practical can you get,

Translate Here:

when it points out that we can be free from dark and evil people, 

Translate Here:

people who walk down dark an evil paths? 

Translate Here:

And it’s very practical to stay away from the immoral woman or man, 

Translate Here:

and it’s very practical to follow in the steps of good people

Translate Here:

so that we can live in the land 

Translate Here:

and remain in it and not be destroyed. 

Translate Here:

If you are a student of the Bible, 

Translate Here:

if you regularly read the word of God, 

Translate Here:

you will discover that God is God of destruction. 

Translate Here:

Frequently we want to make God into a Sugar Daddy. 

Translate Here:

We want him to be somebody like a Santa Claus, 

Translate Here:

and have him bring us good things out of his toy bag. 

Translate Here:

He does give us good gifts. 

Translate Here:

He blesses us exceedingly, abundantly, 

Translate Here:

beyond which we can ask for or even expect.  

Translate Here:

But when we fail to follow wisdom, 

Translate Here:

then, the wages of sin are death.

Translate Here:

There is a destruction that chases us at our heels,

Translate Here:

and the Lord is the author of that destruction. 

Translate Here:

He sends even a death angel to bring it about. 

Translate Here:

We’ve looked at searching for wisdom and knowledge. 

Translate Here:

I want to go back and review briefly

Translate Here:

the illustration of the hidden treasure found in Matthew. 

Translate Here:

It says, "The kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. 

Translate Here:

in his excitement he sold everything he owned, 

Translate Here:

in order to get enough money to buy the field with the treasure. 

Translate Here:

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a pearl merchant 

Translate Here:

who is on the lookout for choice pearls, 

Translate Here:

and when he discovered a pearl of great value, 

Translate Here:

he sold everything he owned and bought it."

Translate Here:

This book of Proverbs says that we are to be seeking wisdom and knowledge 

Translate Here:

like we’d search for a treasure hidden in a field, 

Translate Here:

and when we find it, we’ll be given wisdom. 

Translate Here:

This wisdom will save us from the evil people whose speech is corrupt,

Translate Here:

and, it’ll save us from the immoral woman. 

Translate Here:

What is it we get when we get wisdom? 

Translate Here:

Colossians chapter 3 verse 2 says that  "In Him lie all the treasure of wisdom and knowledge."

Translate Here:

I’m recommending Jesus today. Hallelujah! 

Translate Here:

In Him lie all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Translate Here:

He is wisdom and knowledge. 

Translate Here:

I’m recommending Jesus today, because II Peter chapter 1 verse 3 says:

Translate Here:

"As we know Jesus better, 

Translate Here:

He gives us everything we need for living a godly life. 

Translate Here:

He has called us to receive His own glory and goodness 

Translate Here:

by that same mighty power.

Translate Here:

He has given us all of His rich and wonderful promises. 

Translate Here:

He has promised that we will escape the evil that is caused by evil desires, 

Translate Here:

and that you will share in His divine nature." Praise the Lord!

Translate Here:

You know, evil isn’t limited to the people who are obviously doing evil. 

Translate Here:

There are certain people we can look at and see the evil in their lives. 

Translate Here:

They’re reeking with alcohol, 

Translate Here:

or the way they dress indicates rebellion. 

Translate Here:

You can tell by looking at them.

Translate Here:

They’re involved with one form or another of evil. 

Translate Here:

But what about the evil of pretending to be a Christian when you’re not? 

Translate Here:

What about the evil of going to church on Sunday 

Translate Here:

and doing the works of darkness on Sunday night? 

Translate Here:

Or singing in the church one day 

Translate Here:

and sleeping in somebody else’s bed the next night? 

Translate Here:

That’s worse evil, than the people that are openly evil, 

Translate Here:

that walk and let their clothing reveal who they are. 

Translate Here:

It’s called the hidden works of darkness. 

Translate Here:

Somehow we justify the hidden works of darkness. 

Translate Here:

We get the idea that if we don’t get caught, 

Translate Here:

if we put up a good front, 

Translate Here:

if we appear to be doing the right thing, 

Translate Here:

then, maybe it’s not very bad; it’s ok. 

Translate Here:

If we have that attitude of being okay, 

Translate Here:

then we haven’t discovered the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:

We haven’t had an encounter with Jesus. 

Translate Here:

We haven’t partaken of this treasure that is hidden in the field. 

Translate Here:

In Jesus lie all the fullness of the treasure of wisdom and knowledge.

Translate Here:

I strongly recommend seeking this treasure. 

Translate Here:

I strongly recommend a daily encounter with the Word of God. 

Translate Here:

Poke your nose in the Bible, if you have one and can do it.

Translate Here:

Of if you don’t read so well, maybe you could use tapes. 

Translate Here:

The radio stations should have some good Bible teaching on them that will teach you a lot. 

Translate Here:

Listen to good preaching. 

Translate Here:

I strongly recommend it. 

Translate Here:

God has given preachers and teachers to the church, 

Translate Here:

and He’s also given us His anointed Word, the Bible. 

Translate Here:

Familiarity with His Word, 

Translate Here:

to know what "thus saith the Lord" is extremely important.

Translate Here:

It is perhaps the most important thing you could do, 

Translate Here:

for learning and discovering these treasures of wisdom and knowledge are talked about here in Proverbs chapter 2.

Translate Here:

I’ve noticed that there’s been an increase in counterfeit money. 

Translate Here:

It’s been circulated as a result of computer systems.

Translate Here:

They can make very sophisticated copies of money. 

Translate Here:

It might look so real that it can be spent.

Translate Here:

People in stores are accepting it. 

Translate Here:

It’s a bad thing,...counterfeit money. 

Translate Here:

I heard one time and I believe this is true 

Translate Here:

that the way people are trained to recognize counterfeit money 

Translate Here:

is that they’re given a lot of real money to pass through their hands. 

Translate Here:

If you are able to handle real money over and over again, 

Translate Here:

then when the counterfeit comes through, it feels slightly different, 

Translate Here:

a touch, a small difference, 

Translate Here:

but the reason you detect it is that you have experience with the real thing. 

Translate Here:

Well, that’s exactly what happens if you expose yourself to the word of God. 

Translate Here:

Someone can come in and say that they’re speaking the word of God, 

Translate Here:

but if you’ve exposed yourself on a daily basis to the word of God, 

Translate Here:

if you have touched the real thing over and over again, 

Translate Here:

then when someone comes in with a slightly perverted word,

Translate Here:

something that’s just a little off-color, a little off-base, 

Translate Here:

you can tell immediately; 

Translate Here:

you can sense in your spirit that something’s wrong, 

Translate Here:

and you can leave it alone or flee from it. 

Translate Here:

You can warn other people, 

Translate Here:

and you can provide protection for your family 

Translate Here:

because you’re not being blown about by every wind of doctrine, 

Translate Here:

or following every lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes. 

Translate Here:

You are not provoked by a word that's not a pure word, 

Translate Here:

that didn’t come directly from the heart of God. 

Translate Here:

Well, tomorrow, I believe we’ll look further into this.

Translate Here:

There’s a real significant and practical story here. 

Translate Here:

As we all know, there are sexually transmitted diseases; 

Translate Here:

There are irate husbands that’ll pull out a gun and shoot you. 

Translate Here:

There are many of reasons for not getting involved with the immoral woman. 

Translate Here:

But tomorrow, we’re going to open this subject up a little bit further. 

Translate Here:

By way of understanding, keep in mind this thought: 

Translate Here:

that God throughout the Old Testament, particularly, 

Translate Here:

referred to Israel as an adulterous woman. 

Translate Here:

She was continually chasing after other gods. 

Translate Here:

Then, in the New Testament, we learn that the church is the bride of Christ, 

Translate Here:

and He wants her to be a virgin. 

Translate Here:

He wants her to be clean and holy. 

Translate Here:

Let’s see if we can’t discover some of that  word of God tomorrow.

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

  Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

