010  Flee Adultery

Translate Here:

Today we are looking into Proverbs, Chapter 3.
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But there is a reference in Proverbs chapter 2,
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that we mentioned at the end of the program yesterday,
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that bears a little bit of investigation. 
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We learned that Wisdom will save you from the immoral woman, 
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from the flattery of the adulterous woman.
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As you recall, the book of Proverbs was written by Solomon. 
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These were said to be the wise sayings of Solomon.
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It’s very problematic 

Translate Here:

There’s a problem here.
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The same man who was saying that wisdom will save you from the strange woman,
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was himself ensnared by strange women. 
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Now there’s more that one lesson that we can gain from this.
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One lesson is that merely having wisdom is not enough. 
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You must hold fast to it, and obey it.
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Most of us know the story about Solomon.
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The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said,
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"Ask me for anything that you would want."
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Solomon asked for wisdom to be a good king.
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The Lord told him, "Because you didn’t ask for riches, 
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I am going to give you this wisdom and I’m also going to give you riches."
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When Solomon was older, although he knew the value of wisdom, 

Translate Here:

he forsook wisdom, and he married foreign women and he worshipped idols.
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We’re going to take a little side trip to investigate this.
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Back in the book of Deuteronomy, Moses warned the people 
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about what would happen if they got a king that wasn’t living close to the Lord.
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He set up some guide lines for the king. 
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In chapter 17 he said,
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"You will soon arrive in the land that your God has given you.
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You will conquer it and settle there. 
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Then you may think that you ought to have a king like the other nations around you."
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Moses knew in advance that these things were going to happen, 
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so he also gave them a warning. 
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He says, "When this happens, be sure that you select as king the man the Lord your God chooses. 
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You must appoint a fellow Israelite, not a foreigner."
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Next, he gives some specific instructions.
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He told them that the king must not build up a large stable of horses for himself.
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"He must not send his people to Egypt to buy horses there, 
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for the Lord has told you, you must never return to Egypt. 
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Also, the king was not take many wives for himself,

Translate Here:

for they will lead him away from the Lord.
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He must not accumulate vast amounts of wealth of silver and gold for himself." 
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Moses warned in advance that the king of Israel was not to do certain things.
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He was also told that when the king sits on the throne, 
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he should copy these laws on a scroll in the presence of the priests.
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One of the requirements for the king 
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was that he was to make certain that he understood, in advance, what God wanted.
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We are told that, in this manner, he will learn the fear of the Lord, 
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by obeying all the terms of this law. 
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This regular reading of God’s word will prevent him from becoming proud and acting as if he is above his fellow citizens. 
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It will also prevent him from running away from these commands in the smallest way.
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This will ensure that he and his descendants will reign for many generations in Israel. 
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In fact, what happened to Solomon is that he turned away from the regular reading of the Word. 
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How do I know that? 
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Solomon also wrote the book of Ecclesiastes. 
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And in there he talked about all of the great things that he did. 
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He studied biology. 
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He studied etymology. 
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He studied architecture.
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He spent a great deal of time with all these pursuits.

Translate Here:

But, he became discouraged and he began to think that everything was vanity. 
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He said that everything was vanity in the book of Ecclesiastes. 
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He lost his contact with God.
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I have to believe that it was because he turned away from a regular reading and copying of the Word.
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Had he regularly been reading and copying the Word,

Translate Here:

he would have seen over and over again this instruction 
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that he was not to multiply unto himself horses from Egypt or wives.
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But, we learn in First Kings, chapter 11,

Translate Here:

King Solomon loved many strange women, 
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together with the daughter of pharaoh, 
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women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Zidions, the Hittites, 
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of the nations which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, 
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you shall not go into them.
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Neither shall they come into you, 
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for surely they will turn your heart after their gods. 
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Solomon clave unto these in love,
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He had 700 wives, and 300 concubines.
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For it came to pass when Solomon was old,
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that his wives turned away his heart after other gods, 
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his heart was not perfect before the Lord his God 
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as was the heart of David his father, 
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for Solomon went after Asteroth, the Goddess of the Zeodians, 
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and after Malcomn, the abomination of Ammonites,
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Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
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and went not fully after the Lord, as his father David.
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Then did Solomon build a high place for Shemosh, 
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the abomination of Moab, on a hill that is before Jerusalem, 
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And likewise he did for all his strange wives 
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which burnt incense and sacrificed to their gods, 
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For the Lord said unto Solomon,
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for as much thou has not kept my covenant 
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and my statutes which I have commanded thee,
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I will surely rent the kingdom from thee, and give it to thy servant.
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Solomon lost his kingdom, because he failed to obey the instructions of the Lord. 
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When I saw this, I prayed. 

Translate Here:

I asked the Lord, how could he make this mistake? 
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The Lord brought me to this reference in Deuteronomy.
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It says that the king, when he sits on the throne, 
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must copy these laws on a scroll for himself in the presence of the Levitical priests.  
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He must always keep this copy of the law with him 
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and read it daily as long as he lives.
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That way he will learn the fear of the Lord his God 
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by obeying this law. 
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This regular reading will prevent him from becoming proud 
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and acting as if he is above his fellow citizens.
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This will ensure that he and his descendants will reign for many generations in Israel.

Translate Here:

One of the profound truths of the New Testament is 

Translate Here:

that you and I, believers, saints of God, are what are called a royal priesthood.  
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We’re the king’s kids. 
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We’re children of the king, King Jesus. 
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We are in the family, the royal family. 
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So these instructions, these very instructions, in Deuteronomy are for us. 
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It promises us if on a daily basis, we will read the word of God, 
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then we will not depart from it.
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Now, obviously from what I have just read, 
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Solomon departed from the word of God.
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He also wrote about the benefits of wisdom in chapter 2, 
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He says wisdom will save you from the immoral woman, 
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from the flattery of the adulterous woman,

Translate Here:

Entering into her house leads to death. 
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It’s the road to hell. 
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The man who visits her is doomed.  
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He will never reach the paths of life. 
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Unfortunately, Solomon who wrote about wisdom, 
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didn’t take his own advice. 
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He didn’t follow the wisdom that God gave him.
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He departed from the reading and he paid a price. 

Translate Here:

In this respect, Soloman is someone we can listen to. 
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When he says don’t depart from reading God’s words, we know that he knows what he is talking about. 

Translate Here:

He lost his whole kingdom regarding strange wives. 
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This strange wife was from the nations that surrounded Israel. 
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You see, as we read from First Kings,
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we find that Solomon actually ended up adopting the culture of the people he was living close to. 
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They burned incense to strange gods. 
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They worshipped strange gods. 
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They built temples to strange gods. 
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In other words, he was not casually involved with these other women, 
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But he also got involved with the gods of these other women. 
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He forsook the very first of the 10 commandments, which says thou shall have no other gods before me. 
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And the pathway that brought him to destruction was his evil desire,
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his lust for these strange women. 
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Now how can that apply to us today? 
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What does that mean to us today? 
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How does adultery today have anything to do with worshipping strange gods or worshipping foreign gods?
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Well, you see, in the world today there is a whole cult, 
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there is a whole religion, 
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and that religion is the religion of materialism. 
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More! I want more.
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.. a bigger car, a bigger house.
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I want more clothes. 
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I have to have all of these things. 
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Where do we get this religion?
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We get it at the temple. 
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We go into the temple on a daily basis. 
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The temple in this case is the television set.
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On the television set we see these people that are fornicating with each other’s wives. 
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It happens everyday. It’s common. 
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We see it everyday. 
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We are being taught.
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The women that they are chasing on TV are always dressed in the finest clothes,
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And they are always driving the finest cars.
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You see what we have here is another religion. 
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This isn’t Christianity, brothers and sisters.  
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This is the religion of materialism.
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It’s preached on a daily basis from the television set.
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How do they sell cars?
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They put a pretty girl in it.
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They say, you can have this girl, 
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You can have this car. 
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Well, maybe you can’t have the girl, 
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but you can have the car. 
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How we are surrounded by it!
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This religion of materialism! 
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And then we go to work and there is that woman. 
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She is unhappy with her husband.
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I tell you when the fires at home begin to grow cold, 
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a man goes into the work place, 

Translate Here:

and looks for another place to get warm, 
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He is being recommended to do this every evening when he comes in and when he turns on the TV.
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We are constantly being reminded of the opportunities that are out there for us.
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Well, let’s learn from Solomon’s book of Proverbs and also from his life. 
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He lost his kingdom because he didn’t read the word of God on a daily basis.
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It would have kept him from the strange women. 

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
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God bless you and have a great eternity. 
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A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
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  Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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