016 Chastening of God

Translate Here:

Last week we looked at honoring God with our wealth.

Translate Here:

We saw how it would stir up generosity within us 

Translate Here:

and cause us truly to please the Lord.

Translate Here:

Today, we are going to see how the Lord protects us from ourselves. 

Translate Here:

We are reading in Proverbs chapter 3, verse 11.

Translate Here:

He says, "My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you.

Translate Here:

And don’t be discouraged when he corrects you, 

Translate Here:

for the Lord corrects those he loves, 

Translate Here:

just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights. 

Translate Here:

Happy is the person who finds wisdom and gains understanding."

Translate Here:

As the father of 7 children, 

Translate Here:

I’ve had some experience with correcting my children. 

Translate Here:

A lesson that I learned a long time ago 

Translate Here:

was that correcting your child could actually increase his intelligence. 

Translate Here:

People have suggested a lot of ways to make child’s life better,

Translate Here:

but do you think that it would be possible 

Translate Here:

that correcting your child could increase his intelligence?   

Translate Here:

 A child will do almost anything that you will permit him. 

Translate Here:

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child.

Translate Here:

If you don’t correct your child, 

Translate Here:

a child will choose many wrong paths. 

Translate Here:

I guarantee you they will. 

Translate Here:

With my 7 children, I have seen this happen. 

Translate Here:

But when you begin to lay down rules and regulations for them,  

Translate Here:

when you show them that there are consequences for breaking those rules, 

Translate Here:

it causes them to think.

Translate Here:

Most of you are familiar with the idea, 

Translate Here:

"If you do that again, I am going to give you a whipping."

Translate Here:

or you have said, "How many times have I told you to stop doing that?"

Translate Here:

Do you know what the child does when he hears that statement? 

Translate Here:

He is judging you. 

Translate Here:

He is asking himself the question, "Does Mom or Dad really mean it?"

Translate Here:

He’s thinking about the consequences, the paddling. 

Translate Here:

He is sharpening his intelligence. 

Translate Here:

He wants to know if you really mean it or not, 

Translate Here:

so he is developing the ability to find out whether you are a liar or not. 

Translate Here:

How many of us have said, 

Translate Here:

 "If you do that one more time, I am going to whip you."

Translate Here:

Then they did it one more time, and we didn’t do it? 

Translate Here:

Don’t you know that we lied to that child? 

Translate Here:

We made a promise to them and then we broke it. 

Translate Here:

The child is learning something about integrity when that occurs. 

Translate Here:

He is also learning that we didn’t really mean it, 

Translate Here:

so why should he listen? 

Translate Here:

He says, "My parent threatens me often, but they don’t mean it.

Translate Here:

They never came through on their threat. They were lying.

Translate Here:

There is no integrity in their hearts."

Translate Here:

See, the child learns also, when you don’t correct him. 

Translate Here:

But if you do correct him, 

Translate Here:

if you set boundaries and he clearly understands, 

Translate Here:

you say, "If you do that again, you will be disciplined."

Translate Here:

Then as the child gets closer to that disobedience, 

Translate Here:

it causes it him to think about the consequences of his action.

Translate Here:

He knows that there is a sure consequence if he disobeys. 

Translate Here:

You can actually increase the intelligence of your child by giving him boundaries.

Translate Here:

This parallels God giving us boundaries for our lives.

Translate Here:

He also tells us the consequences of our actions.

Translate Here:

Though he may not discipline us immediately

Translate Here:

God will surely correct us.

Translate Here:

God is not a liar or a promise breaker. 

Translate Here:

He promises that he will correct us whenever we need correction. 

Translate Here:

Let’s look at Leviticus chapter 26, a few verses: 

Translate Here:

"However, the Lord says, if you do not listen to me or obey my commands, 

Translate Here:

 if you break my covenant by rejecting my laws 

Translate Here:

and treating my regulations with contempt, 

Translate Here:

I will punish you. 

Translate Here:

You will suffer from sudden terrors, 

Translate Here:

with wasting diseases, 

Translate Here:

with burning fevers, 

Translate Here:

causing your eyes to fail, 

Translate Here:

and your life to ebb away.

Translate Here:

You will plant your crops in vain, 

Translate Here:

because your enemies will eat them.

Translate Here:

I will turn against you, 

Translate Here:

and you will be defeated by your enemies.  

Translate Here:

They will rule over you, 

Translate Here:

and you will run even when no one is chasing you.

Translate Here:

Is this a perfect description of where many people are today? 

Translate Here:

It is a picture of those who have rejected God? 

Translate Here:

They are running when no one is even chasing them. 

Translate Here:

They are living lives of fearfulness. 

Translate Here:

Their crops are failing. 

Translate Here:

They can’t pay their bills. 

Translate Here:

They are at the doctor all the time. 

Translate Here:

When you have Jesus, your health improves.

Translate Here:

 Good health is better than going to the doctor.

Translate Here:

 It is better to never get sick, than it is to have a healer. 

Translate Here:

Our need for healing comes from our disobedience.

Translate Here:

Verse 18 says,

Translate Here:

"In spite of this, if you still disobey me,

Translate Here:

I will punish you for your sins seven times over. 

Translate Here:

I will break down your arrogant spirit 

Translate Here:

by making the skies above as unyielding as iron 

Translate Here:

and the earth beneath as hard as bronze."

Translate Here:

That is exactly the way it is 

Translate Here:

when a person rejects the commandments of the Lord,

Translate Here:

when a person rejects the wisdom of God. 

Translate Here:

We read about it at the end of chapter one of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

He said, "You’ll cry out to me but I won’t answer. 

Translate Here:

The heavens will be hard. 

Translate Here:

You won’t get your answer. 

Translate Here:

It’s the consequence of your sin, not of the nature of God. 

Translate Here:

If you remain hostile toward me, 

Translate Here:

I will inflict you with even more disasters for your sin."

Translate Here:

God is warning the children of Israel. 

Translate Here:

"I will release wild animals that will kill your children and destroy your cattle, 

Translate Here:

so your numbers will dwindle 

Translate Here:

and your roads will be deserted. 

Translate Here:

If you fail to learn a lesson from this 

Translate Here:

and continue your hostility toward me,

Translate Here:

then I myself will be hostile toward you,

Translate Here:

and I will personally strike you seven times over for your sins. 

Translate Here:

I will send armies against you to carry out these covenant threats.

Translate Here:

If you flee to your cities, 

Translate Here:

I will send a plague to destroy you there, 

Translate Here:

and you will be conquered by your enemies. 

Translate Here:

I’ll completely destroy your food supplies, 

Translate Here:

so the bread from one oven will have to be stretched to feed 10 families. 

Translate Here:

They will ration your food by weight, 

Translate Here:

and even if you have food to eat, you will not be satisfied."

Translate Here:

You know God, kept these promises. 

Translate Here:

When the children of Israel rejected the Lord, 

Translate Here:

when they began to whore after the gods of the nations they were in, 

Translate Here:

they found themselves besieged by armies from foreign countries.

Translate Here:

They found themselves without food to eat, 

Translate Here:

just exactly as God had promised in the book of Leviticus.

Translate Here:

Now why would God send foreign armies against his beloved?

Translate Here:

I submit to you, brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Translate Here:

that these disasters that are happening in our lives, 

Translate Here:

this chastening that happens in our lives, 

Translate Here:

is altogether the result of God’s love. 

Translate Here:

He loves us and he who loves a child, disciplines a child. 

Translate Here:

It has been our goal to make a connection between the book of Proverbs and the Gospels.

Translate Here:

I’d like to remind you of something from the gospels. 

Translate Here:

It happened between the Lord Jesus and the Apostle Peter. 

Translate Here:

Peter was severely chastened by the Lord. 

Translate Here:

Peter had claimed his ability to follow Jesus 

Translate Here:

through any kind of difficulty whatsoever,

Translate Here:

but the Lord said, "Before the cock crows three times, 

Translate Here:

you are going to desert me."

Translate Here:

And sure enough, on the eve of the Lord’s crucifixion, 

Translate Here:

there was Peter standing by the fire, 

Translate Here:

 When someone suggested that he had been with Jesus, he said, 

Translate Here:

"“ don’t know who you are talking about."

Translate Here:

He denied the Lord three times, and then the cock crowed. 

Translate Here:

Then he wept bitterly. 

Translate Here:

What a severe chastening from the Lord. 

Translate Here:

At one point the Lord turned to him and said, 

Translate Here:

"You’re are thinking the way Satan thinks, 

Translate Here:

not the way Gods thinks." 

Translate Here:

"Get thee behind me Satan," he said to Peter. 

Translate Here:

This is the same man that the Lord later commissioned to begin the church, 

Translate Here:

the same man that stood up and preached on the day of Pentecost.

Translate Here:

He spoke out to the people saying repent 

Translate Here:

and be baptized for the forgiveness of the sins, 

Translate Here:

so that the times of refreshing can come. 

Translate Here:

It says in Acts 2:41, "They that gladly received his word were baptized,

Translate Here:

and there were added unto them about 3000 souls."

Translate Here:

Peter was severely rebuked of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

The Lord rebukes those that he loves. 

Translate Here:

He says it clearly in Hebrews chapter 12 verse 5. 

Translate Here:

Now in this case, the writer of Hebrews directly quoted Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

"And have you entirely forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you his children?"

Translate Here:

Proverbs chapter 3 verse 11 says,

Translate Here:

 "My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you,

Translate Here:

and don’t be discouraged when he corrects you, 

Translate Here:

for the Lord disciplines those that he loves, 

Translate Here:

and he punishes those that he accepts as his children."

Translate Here:

After quoting the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

Hebrews adds a little more.

Translate Here:

It says, "As you endure this divine discipline, 

Translate Here:

remember that God is treating you as his own children."

Translate Here:

Whoever heard of a child who is never disciplined? 

Translate Here:

Well, we have all seen a few undisciplined children. 

Translate Here:

Years ago, children were disciplined properly,

Translate Here:

 but today in America, many children are undisciplined. 

Translate Here:

Many become destructive and end up in prison.

Translate Here:

Many of these children have only one parent who is rarely home.

Translate Here:

 In verse 8 of Hebrews chapter 12, it says,

Translate Here:

"If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, 

Translate Here:

it will mean that you are illegitimate, 

Translate Here:

and not really his children after all. 

Translate Here:

Since we respect our earthly fathers who discipline us, 

Translate Here:

shall we not the more cheerfully 

Translate Here:

submit to the discipline of our heavenly Father and live forever?

Translate Here:

For our earthly Fathers disciplined us for a few years 

Translate Here:

doing the best they knew how,

Translate Here:

but God’s discipline is always right and good for us, 

Translate Here:

because it means we will share in his holiness. 

Translate Here:

No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening. 

Translate Here:

It is painful, 

Translate Here:

but afterwards, it will be a quiet harvest of right living 

Translate Here:

for those who are trained in this way. 

Translate Here:

So take a new grip on your tired hands 

Translate Here:

and stand firm on your shaky legs."

Translate Here:

Praise the Lord! My legs get shaky when I get disciplined from God.  

Translate Here:

We read Deuteronomy. 

Translate Here:

How does he discipline us? 

Translate Here:

Sickness, financial failure, lack of food. 

Translate Here:

These are disciplines from the hand of God. 

Translate Here:

If you are experiencing these things, 

Translate Here:

there is a strong possibility that you are not leaning on Jesus. 

Translate Here:

You may be leaning on something that you are calling Jesus, 

Translate Here:

but you are not leaning on Jesus. 

Translate Here:

Maybe you are obeying some laws, 

Translate Here:

even biblical laws that you think will please God. 

Translate Here:

You haven’t yet found out about the spirit of the law. 

Translate Here:

That is the word from God to you telling you specifically what to do.

Translate Here:

Those who have my commandments and keep them, 

Translate Here:

to him I will reveal myself, or manifest myself. Praise the Lord.

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

 Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

