020 Flee Evil-Part 3

Translate Here:

Today we are talking about being healthy. 

Translate Here:

We are talking about finding favor with God and with man. 

Translate Here:

Proverbs chapter 3, 

Translate Here:

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not upon your own understanding. 

Translate Here:

In all your ways acknowledge him, 

Translate Here:

and he shall direct your paths. 

Translate Here:

Fear the Lord and flee evil. 

Translate Here:

Depart from evil. 

Translate Here:

It shall be health to your navel 

Translate Here:

and marrow to your bones."

Translate Here:

Verse 4: "So shall you find favor and good understanding 

Translate Here:

in the sight of God and of man."

Translate Here:

Praise the Lord. The book of Proverbs is extremely practical. 

Translate Here:

 It tells us what we must do in order to have a fulfilled and happy life. 

Translate Here:

I thought we were going to go to the next verse today but we are not. 

Translate Here:

We are going to stay right here. 

Translate Here:

We are going to flee evil for just a little bit longer. 

Translate Here:

We are going to talk about a particular kind of evil. 

Translate Here:

When we read in Colossians chapter 3, 

Translate Here:

we learned that there’s a certain type of activity the Bible calls idolatry.  

Translate Here:

 It says, "Don’t be greedy," 

Translate Here:

In Colossians chapter 3, it says, "Don’t be greedy for the good things of this life, 

Translate Here:

for that is idolatry."

Translate Here:

Now many of us have succeeded in putting off some of the more obvious forms of sin.  

Translate Here:

Maybe we’ve taken the pledge 

Translate Here:

and we are not drinking any alcohol. 

Translate Here:

We are not watching any bad movies. 

Translate Here:

We are not going places and doing bad things, 

Translate Here:

but there’s an area in all of our lives that needs understanding,

Translate Here:

that needs correction and adjustment,

Translate Here:

so that we can be closer to what Jesus wants for us and from us. 

Translate Here:

That’s in relationship to the good things of this life.

Translate Here:

That beautiful car, that big house, 

Translate Here:

all the wonderful things that money can buy for us. 

Translate Here:

Well, we need to examine those a little more closely.

Translate Here:

We are going to read on a little further in Proverbs chapter 3. 

Translate Here:

I am going to start in verse 11. 

Translate Here:

"My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you, 

Translate Here:

and don’t be discouraged when he corrects you ,

Translate Here:

for the Lord corrects those he loves, 

Translate Here:

just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights."

Translate Here:

You may be receiving some correction today. 

Translate Here:

I know I am receiving correction from this very word. 

Translate Here:

This word about our finances and our money are correction words. 

Translate Here:

It is something we need to be corrected on often. 

Translate Here:

So get ready for a little correction. 

Translate Here:

It shows that God loves you. 

Translate Here:

The reason God is saying these things is because he loves you. 

Translate Here:

Verse 13 of Proverbs 3: 

Translate Here:

"Happy is the person who finds wisdom and gains understanding, 

Translate Here:

for the profit of wisdom is better than silver, 

Translate Here:

and her wages are better than gold.

Translate Here:

Wisdom is more precious than rubies. 

Translate Here:

Nothing you desire can compare with her. 

Translate Here:

She offers you a life in her right hand 

Translate Here:

and riches and honor in her left. 

Translate Here:

She will guide you down delightful paths. 

Translate Here:

All her ways are satisfying. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom is a tree of life to those who embrace her. 

Translate Here:

Happy are those who hold tightly to her." Alleluia! 

Translate Here:

It tells us here that wisdom is better than gold, silver or rubies, 

Translate Here:

So many of us are out there chasing after gold, silver and rubies,  

Translate Here:

but Jesus lets us know in Matthew chapter 13 

Translate Here:

that there is something more valuable. 

Translate Here:

It says that the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure. 

Translate Here:

Verse 44 of chapter 13 of Matthew. 

Translate Here:

"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 

Translate Here:

that a man discovered hidden in a field. 

Translate Here:

In his excitement, he hid it again.

Translate Here:

He sold everything he owned

Translate Here:

in order to get enough money to buy the field 

Translate Here:

and to get that treasure too. "

Translate Here:

Now, mind you, Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like the treasure. 

Translate Here:

It’s valuable. 

Translate Here:

Let’s get it straight here: the kingdom of heaven, this wisdom, is valuable. 

Translate Here:

It’s worth owning. 

Translate Here:

You should be willing to give up anything to get it.  

Translate Here:

What are you willing to give up  to get it?  

Translate Here:

In verse 45, it says, "Again the kingdom of heaven is like a pearl merchant 

Translate Here:

who on the look out for choice pearls. 

Translate Here:

when he discovered a pearl of great value, 

Translate Here:

he sold everything that he owned and he bought it."

Translate Here:

The writer of Proverbs in another place says, 

Translate Here:

"Buy the truth and sell it not."

Translate Here:

Get wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Get wisdom. Because wisdom is better than rubies. 

Translate Here:

It’s better than gold. 

Translate Here:

It’s better than silver.  

Translate Here:

Wisdom offers you life in her right hand, 

Translate Here:

and riches and honor in her left.

Translate Here:

As we read on, Proverbs will discuss money and possessions, 

Translate Here:

Let’s make it clear that there’s no problem with having money and possessions 

Translate Here:

as long as they don’t possess you. 

Translate Here:

If your money possesses you, then you are in deep trouble, 

Translate Here:

because the love of money is the route of all evil. 

Translate Here:

But the promise here in Proverbs is that if you get wisdom, 

Translate Here:

then you will have life in your right hand 

Translate Here:

and treasures and riches in your left hand. 

Translate Here:

Don’t be surprised if your wealth increases.

Translate Here:

It will increase as a result of your having embraced wisdom. 

Translate Here:

We are not embracing wisdom in order to cause our wealth to increase. 

Translate Here:

We are embracing wisdom so that our life may be increased, 

Translate Here:

that our life may be better. 

Translate Here:

Paul writes in the gospels. 

Translate Here:

"I would that you prosper even as your soul prospers."

Translate Here:

If your soul, that is your thought life, your mind,  your will, your emotions.

Translate Here:

if your mind, your will and your emotions are prospering, 

Translate Here:

then there is every reason that your bank account will get bigger.

Translate Here:

or smaller as you become more generous. 

Translate Here:

And as you become more generous, 

Translate Here:

God becomes more generous to you, 

Translate Here:

then it gets bigger, and then it gets smaller. Alleluia. 

Translate Here:

Let’s look at what Jesus has to say .

Translate Here:

Looking in Luke chapter 12 verse 22 about money and possessions.

Translate Here:

:And then turning to his disciples, Jesus said,  

Translate Here:

So I tell you don’t worry about everyday life, 

Translate Here:

whether you have enough food to eat or clothes to wear, 

Translate Here:

for life consists of far more than food or clothing. 

Translate Here:

Look at the ravens. 

Translate Here:

They don’t need to plant or harvest or put food in barns, 

Translate Here:

because God feeds them. 

Translate Here:

Are you far more valuable to him than many birds? 

Translate Here:

Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? 

Translate Here:

Of course not!  

Translate Here:

If worry can’t do a little thing like that, 

Translate Here:

what is the use of worrying over big things? 

Translate Here:

Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. 

Translate Here:

They don’t work or make their clothing. 

Translate Here:

Yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.

Translate Here:

If God cares so wonderfully for flowers 

Translate Here:

that are here today and gone tomorrow, 

Translate Here:

won’t he more surely care for you? 

Translate Here:

You have so little faith! 

Translate Here:

Don’t worry about food, what to eat and drink. 

Translate Here:

Don’t worry whether God will provide it for you. 

Translate Here:

These things dominate the thoughts of most people, 

Translate Here:

but your Father already knows your needs.  

Translate Here:

He will give you all you need from day to day, 

Translate Here:

if you make the kingdom of God your primary concern. 

Translate Here:

Seek ye first the kingdom of God. 

Translate Here:

And all these things will be provided unto you.

Translate Here:

Wisdom is like a treasure in a field. 

Translate Here:

If you knew there was treasure in a field, 

Translate Here:

you’d go out there and you would start digging. 

Translate Here:

Search for wisdom," 

Translate Here:

We were told in Proverbs chapter 2, 

Translate Here:

as if it were treasure hidden in a field. 

Translate Here:

Dig into the word of God. 

Translate Here:

This is where the treasure field is. 

Translate Here:

It is in the word of God. 

Translate Here:

There are nuggets.

Translate Here:

There is life. 

Translate Here:

It tells us how to live in every situation. 

Translate Here:

There is an answer. 

Translate Here:

What ever your situation is, there is an answer in the word of God. 

Translate Here:

He tells his disciples, 

Translate Here:

"Sell what you have and give to those in need. 

Translate Here:

This will store up treasure for you in heaven."

Translate Here:

Can you imagine increasing your bank account by emptying it? 

Translate Here:

The ways of God are not the ways of man. 

Translate Here:

As we provide for others, God provides for us. 

Translate Here:

Let’s not forget when we talked on this subject a while ago. 

Translate Here:

We talked about providing for others by giving directly. 

Translate Here:

You can give directly to the person who has the need. 

Translate Here:

We looked at that a few weeks ago. 

Translate Here:

Don’t only put your money into an offering plate some place. 

Translate Here:

Put food in somebody’s mouth. 

Translate Here:

Feed the hungry. 

Translate Here:

Clothe the naked. 

Translate Here:

Visit the sick with a great big bag of fruit, so that they can become healthy. 

Translate Here:

Let there be a connection between your giving 

Translate Here:

and those to whom you give.

Translate Here:

Your treasure will be safe. 

Translate Here:

No thief can steal it, and no moth can destroy it. 

Translate Here:

Wherever your treasure is, 

Translate Here:

there your heart and your thoughts will be also. 

Translate Here:

What do you treasure? 

Translate Here:

Paul said, "Flee evil." 

Translate Here:

That took us to Colossians where Paul said, 

Translate Here:

that lusting for the good things of this life is idolatry. 

Translate Here:

When we spend our life, trying to get richer, 

Translate Here:

trying to have more, bigger, better,

Translate Here:

he says that is Idolatry. 

Translate Here:

He is comparing that to worshipping other gods. 

Translate Here:

Making money your god, instead of making God your God. 

Translate Here:

Jesus says the way you make God your God, 

Translate Here:

is to hold very loosely to those things that you own. 

Translate Here:

Sell them. Give them away.

Translate Here:

The fear, though, is that if I sell these things 

Translate Here:

or give these things away, I won’t have anything. 

Translate Here:

Jesus said, "Look at the flowers of the field. 

Translate Here:

Look at the birds. 

Translate Here:

Doesn’t my heavenly Father take care of them? 

Translate Here:

He will take care of you too. 

Translate Here:

It is in giving that you will receive." 

Translate Here:

Paul continues and he says, 

Translate Here:

"We don’t go around preaching about ourselves. 

Translate Here:

We preach Jesus Christ, the Lord."

Translate Here:

He says this is a precious treasure. 

Translate Here:

In verse 7, of II Corinthians chapter 4 he says, 

Translate Here:

"But this precious treasure, Christ is the treasure,

Translate Here:

this treasure, this light and power that now will shine within us, 

Translate Here:

is held in perishable containers, 

Translate Here:

that is, in our weak bodies, 

Translate Here:

so that everyone can see that our glorious power is from God, 

Translate Here:

and is not our own." 

Translate Here:

There is a treasure inside of us. 

Translate Here:

Jesus is inside of us. 

Translate Here:

He didn’t worry about what he would eat 

Translate Here:

or what he would drink 

Translate Here:

or what he would put on. 

Translate Here:

He was taken care of, on a daily basis. 

Translate Here:

He made his life, a life of being concerned for the needs of others. 

Translate Here:

Then he said, go and do likewise. 

Translate Here:

Flee evil. 

Translate Here:

Flee the evil of American greed. 

Translate Here:

Flee the evil of needing more, more and more.  

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

 Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com   

Translate Here:

