021c Review Of What We Have Heard

Translate Here:

This is the beginning of the fifth week

Translate Here:

that we have been looking into the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:

It has been our hope that we could see the connection 

Translate Here:

between the book of Proverbs and the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate Here:

 Ultimately what we want to see is Jesus. 

Translate Here:

We want to know him better. 

Translate Here:

We want to know what his plan is for our lives. 

Translate Here:

I am believing God as we proceed with this study,
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that this is exactly what is going to occur. 

Translate Here:

I’d like to take a minute to review, 
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but we will cover briefly some of the things that have been mentioned so far 

Translate Here:

to keep them in mind, so that we know where it is that we are going. 

Translate Here:

Let’s remember the purpose of these Proverbs.  

Translate Here:

We are reading out of Proverbs chapter 1 verse 2, 

Translate Here:

"The purpose of these Proverbs is to teach people wisdom and discipline."

Translate Here:

We can all use more discipline in our lives. 

Translate Here:

How can you be a disciple of Christ without discipline? 
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"And to help them understand wise sayings."

Translate Here:

Some things about the Bible need explanation. 

Translate Here:

These Proverbs will help us.

Translate Here:

Through these Proverbs, "people receive instruction and discipline, 

Translate Here:

good conduct and doing what is right, just and fair. 
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These Proverbs will make the simple minded clever, 
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and they will give knowledge and purpose to young people." 

Translate Here:

I heard someone say the other day that their goal in life was to die young, 
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and to do it at as old an age as possible. 

Translate Here:

These Proverbs will give knowledge and purpose to those among us who are desiring to live young. 
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Verse 9 it says, "What you will learn from them 

Translate Here:

will crown you with grace and cloth you with honor."
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There are some tremendous promises here. 

Translate Here:

Verse 23: "Come here and listen. 

Translate Here:

I will pour out the spirit of wisdom upon you and make you wise."

Translate Here:

I will make you wise! 

Translate Here:

These proverbs have the potential of making us wise, 

Translate Here:

but there are also warnings that are in here. 

Translate Here:

He said, "I will not answer when they cry for help, 

Translate Here:

even though they anxiously search for me."

Translate Here:

Do you remember looking at this? 

Translate Here:

Those that reject wisdom place themselves in a very precarious position.  

Translate Here:

God won’t answer when they cry out for help. 
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He has given of himself. He has revealed himself, 

Translate Here:

and for those to reject him and to reject his wisdom, 

Translate Here:

they jeopardize his answering them. 
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They put themselves in a bad position 
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where he might not answer their prayers when they cry out to him.  
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But there are great promises here. 
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In Chapter 2 it says: 

Translate Here:

"When you do listen to him 

Translate Here:

then you will understand what is right, just and fair." 

Translate Here:

We need to know fairness. 
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We need to know what is right, 
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and the right course of action every time.
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Now I need that, 

Translate Here:

because I can tell you many times that I have taken the wrong course of action. 
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Later in Proverbs it says, 

Translate Here:

"There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death."

Translate Here:

Many times we pursue a course of action, that just plain crashes, 

Translate Here:

but the promise here in the book of proverbs is that as we understand these wise sayings 

Translate Here:

that we’ll do the right thing. 

Translate Here:

We will follow the right course of action every time. 
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"For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will fill you with joy. 

Translate Here:

Wise planning will watch over you. 

Translate Here:

Understanding will keep you safe." 

Translate Here:

There is safety here in this book of Proverbs. 
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In chapter 3, he tells us, 

Translate Here:

"Store my commands in your heart, 

Translate Here:

for they will give you a long and satisfying life."
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I am hoping that as I read these key verses, 

Translate Here:

that you will recall if you have been listening to A Proverb A Day, 

Translate Here:

some of the time we spent on these various subjects.  

Translate Here:

For instance, we looked at the responsibility of the king. 

Translate Here:

There were instructions given to a king in Deuteronomy. 

Translate Here:

Those instructions said that he was supposed to copy the word of God on a daily basis. 

Translate Here:

He was supposed to read them. 

Translate Here:

He was supposed to keep the word with him. 
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If he were to do that then, 

Translate Here:

he would have the fear of the Lord in his life. 

Translate Here:

We need the fear of Lord in our life because Proverbs tells us that 

Translate Here:

"The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom."
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His instructions in Proverbs are, "to seek his will in all you do, 

Translate Here:

and he will direct your path. 
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Lean not on your own understanding."
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This is review. We need to do it today. 

Translate Here:

We are not only to think about these things, 

Translate Here:

but we need to be doing them today. 
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Lean not on your own understanding. 
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In all your ways acknowledge him, 

Translate Here:

and he will direct your paths. 
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Are you leaning on Jesus today? 
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Are you leaning on Jesus? 
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Are you listening to Jesus today to give you the right course of action, 
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to show you what to do? 

Translate Here:

You can apply this teaching anytime today.
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Are you going to lean on your own understanding? 
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Are you going to do what’s right in your own eyes today? 
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Are you going to it "my way"? Or are you going to do it his way today?  
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Proverbs 3 tells us clearly to seek his will, 

Translate Here:

acknowledge him in all your ways, 
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in all your ways. 

Translate Here:

and He will direct your path. 
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Verse 12 tells us, we have looked at this subject. This is review. 
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"For the Lord corrects those that he loves, 
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just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights."
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Correction of the Lord can be very painful.
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We saw when we studied the subject, that it can involve sickness. 
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It can involve financial disaster. 
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It can involve for a nation, 
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 a foreign army coming in and attacking and destroying. 
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But the word teaches us that even these bad things that befall us,
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they can be merely part of God’s instruction.  
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God’s comes to us and corrects us, 

Translate Here:

because it says that he corrects those whom he loves. 
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Are we correcting those whom we love? 
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Are you disciplining your children today? 
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Have you seen to it that they are walking in a way that would please the Lord? 
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If you haven’t, you haven’t loved them. 
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Correcting your child is the way you love your child. 
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Going on in review in verse 13, it says, 

Translate Here:

"Happy is the person who finds wisdom and gains understanding."  Alleluia. 

Translate Here:

I could stand to be happy today. 
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You want to be happy today? 
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Find wisdom and gain understanding. 
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Verse 14, "For the profit of wisdom is better than silver, 

Translate Here:

and her wages are better than gold. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
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and nothing can be compared with her."

Translate Here:

What we are doing right now? 
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What we are looking at right now, is more valuable than winning the lottery. 
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You can win the lottery 
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and spend it all, and spend an eternity in hell. 

Translate Here:

But as you listen to the words of wisdom, 
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and as you make them part of your life, 
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you have something more precious than gold, silver or rubies. Praise the Lord. 
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I thought it important that we refresh some of these things. 
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We have studied all of these things in the last 4 weeks, 
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but they need to brought again to our mind. 
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It is the job of the Holy Spirit to bring these things to our mind, 

Translate Here:

to bring them to our remembrance. 
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Going on in our study of Proverbs today 

Translate Here:

we are looking at chapter 3 verse 21 through 27. 
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Hear the word of the Lord. 
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It says, "My child, don’t loose sight of good planning and insight. 
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Hang on to them, for they will fill your life 
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and bring you honor and respect."
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Alleluia! These many promises here! 
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They will keep you safe on your way, 

Translate Here:

and they will keep your feet from stumbling. 
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There is safety in the book of Proverbs. 
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You can lie down without fear, and enjoy pleasant dreams.
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Some of us have bad dreams. 

Translate Here:

This promises that with good planning and insight, you can have pleasant dreams.  
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You do not need to be afraid of disaster or destruction that comes upon the wicked, 

Translate Here:

for the Lord is your security. 

Translate Here:

He will keep your foot from being caught in a trap.
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You don’t have to be afraid. Alleluia! 

Translate Here:

Hold onto. Get access to. Grab onto this wisdom that comes from God, 
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and you will not need to be afraid of disaster or destruction. 
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I point out to you that worry is just a form of fear. 
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Many times in the scriptures, when Jesus met with people, 

Translate Here:

the first thing he said to them was, "Don’t be afraid."
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You see, it is a common condition for man to be afraid. 

Translate Here:

Fear is built into our flesh.
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It’s the way we think and feel, and often we justify worry. 
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We say, "Oh, if I am going to be a good steward of everything God has given me, 

Translate Here:

then I have got to worry. 

Translate Here:

If I am going to protect my family, then I have got to worry. "

Translate Here:

But do you know worry is just another form of fear? 
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Now, I don’t know if you are ready for this, but listen to this: fear is faith! 

Translate Here:

Fear is faith! Fear is believing. 

Translate Here:

The reason that fear bothers you so much 

Translate Here:

is that you believe that something bad is going to happen.
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Worry is a form of faith. 

Translate Here:

As we worry about whether that bill is going to be paid, 
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as we worry about whether that child is going to go astray, 

Translate Here:

in an odd way, we are actually having faith for that to occur. 

Translate Here:

We are believing for disaster. 

Translate Here:

But the instructions in Proverbs says, 
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You do not need to be afraid of disaster or destruction that comes upon the wicked, 

Translate Here:

for the Lord is your security. 
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Alleluia, The Lord is your security! 
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In the book of Psalms 84, it says, "Happy are those who are strong in the Lord,
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who  have set their minds on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem."

Translate Here:

It says, "When they walk through the valley of weeping, 

Translate Here:

it will become a place of refreshing springs, 

Translate Here:

where pools of blessing collect after the rains."

Translate Here:

This is a description of the people of God, who have embraced the word of God,
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upon whom the spirit of wisdom, council, might and strength have come.
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It says when they go through a place where everybody else is weeping, 

Translate Here:

they are actually going to bring peace to that place.
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It says in verse 7, "They will continue to grow stronger, 

Translate Here:

and each of them will appear before God in Jerusalem."
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David is writing this thing, and he says, 
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"A single day in your courts is better than a 1000 anywhere else. 

Translate Here:

I’d rather be a gatekeeper in the house of my God, 

Translate Here:

than live the good life in the homes of the wicked, 

Translate Here:

for the Lord God is our light and protector. 

Translate Here:

He gives us grace and glory. 
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No good thing will the Lord withhold from those who do what is right. 
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Oh Lord Almighty, happy are those who trust in you. 
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
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Lean not to your own understanding.
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Acknowledge him in all your ways, 

Translate Here:

and he will direct your path."  Praise the Lord.
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Tomorrow we are going to go on and look at the cost of being a disciple. 
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I pray that it will be a blessing to you. 
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This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
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God bless you and have a great eternity. 
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A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
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Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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