022 Count the Costs

Translate Here:

If you have your Bible close by, 

Translate Here:

turn with me to Proverbs chapter 3 verse 21.

Translate Here:

By the way, if you do happen to have your Bible close by, 

Translate Here:

that is a good sign.  

Translate Here:

You will remember we read the instructions to the king, 

Translate Here:

that he was supposed to keep the Word of God with him all of the time. 

Translate Here:

Anyhow, Proverbs chapter 3 verse 21 says,

Translate Here:

"My child, don’t lose sight of good planning and insight. 

Translate Here:

Hang onto them for they will fill your life;  

Translate Here:

They will fill you with life and bring you honor and respect."

Translate Here:

We could use some honor and respect, couldn’t we?  

Translate Here:

"They will keep you safe on your way. 

Translate Here:

They will keep your feet from stumbling. 

Translate Here:

You can lie down without fear and enjoy pleasant dreams. 

Translate Here:

You need not be afraid of disaster or destruction that comes upon the wicked, 

Translate Here:

for the Lord is your security. 

Translate Here:

He will keep your foot from being caught in a trap."

Translate Here:

Wow, I need to keep my foot from being caught in a trap. 

Translate Here:

Continuing in verse 27,

Translate Here:

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

Translate Here:

when it is within your power to help them."

Translate Here:

Now we are going to tie these things together; 

Translate Here:

these ideas of insight, and planning, 

Translate Here:

and the idea of not withholding good from those who need it, 

Translate Here:

when it is in our power to help them. 

Translate Here:

Today I think we could refer to our subject, 

Translate Here:

as the cost of being a disciple of Jesus Christ; 

Translate Here:

good planning, insight, looking ahead. 

Translate Here:

If you still have your Bible handy, 

Translate Here:

turn to Luke, chapter 14, verse 25. 

Translate Here:

It says, "Great crowds were following Jesus. 

Translate Here:

He turned around and he said to them, 

Translate Here:

If you want to be my follower, 

Translate Here:

you must love me more than your own father and mother, 

Translate Here:

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, more than your own life. 

Translate Here:

Otherwise you cannot be my disciple. 

Translate Here:

And you can not be my disciple 

Translate Here:

if you do not carry your own cross and follow me."

Translate Here:

You want to be a Christian. 

Translate Here:

You want to live the Christian life. 

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs tells us not to lose sight of good planning and insight.  

Translate Here:

Well, here is some insight into a plan, counting the costs.  

Translate Here:

Jesus says, "Count the costs." 

Translate Here:

This is what it is going to cost to be my disciple. 

Translate Here:

I am going to have to be first in your life: 

Translate Here:

first among, above your mother, your brother, your sister. 

Translate Here:

Then in verse 28, he says, 

Translate Here:

"Don’t begin until you count the costs, 

Translate Here:

for who would begin construction of a building without first getting an estimate

Translate Here:

and then checking to see if there is enough money to pay the bill." 

Translate Here:

What’s the price? 

Translate Here:

What does it cost to be a Christian? 

Translate Here:

Yes, there are some great promises here.

Translate Here:

You are buying freedom from fear of disaster. 

Translate Here:

You are buying living without fear. 

Translate Here:

You are getting to a place where you enjoy pleasant dreams. Alleluia! 

Translate Here:

Monday we saw, that when you walk through the valley of weeping, 

Translate Here:

you will turn them into springs and pools of refreshing. 

Translate Here:

There are some great promises here, 

Translate Here:

but there is a cost. Jesus says,

Translate Here:

Don’t even think about being my disciple until you count the costs. 

Translate Here:

You are going to have to love me more than your mother and your father. 

Translate Here:

Who would begin construction of a building without first getting estimates?  

Translate Here:

Many people are involved with church because it’s kind of fun.

Translate Here:

It’s a social thing to do. 

Translate Here:

But this thing about Jesus....

Translate Here:

He is asking for much more than only attending a meeting at church. 

Translate Here:

It says, Who would begin a building without getting estimates? 

Translate Here:

Otherwise you might complete only the foundation before running out of funds, 

Translate Here:

and then everybody would laugh at you. 

Translate Here:

They would say, there is the person that started that building 

Translate Here:

and ran out of money before it was finished."

Translate Here:

It is not a laughable thing, 

Translate Here:

to see a person that’s claiming Christianity, but has not counted the costs, 

Translate Here:

because sometimes, they are the devil’s greatest tool. 

Translate Here:

Take a person who hasn’t counted the costs, 

Translate Here:

and who is just playing with Christianity, 

Translate Here:

and let him go around and say, I love Jesus. I’m a Christian.

Translate Here:

Then the lost and the unsaved look at that person’s life 

Translate Here:

and they see the inconsistencies in his life or her life. 

Translate Here:

They see how that person lives,

Translate Here:

and all during the week, they see that he is full of anger. 

Translate Here:

All he’s interested in is making money. 

Translate Here:

They say to themselves, 

Translate Here:

if that's what it is to be a Christian, 

Translate Here:

 I don’t want anything to do with it. 

Translate Here:

Then this person who didn’t count the cost, who didn’t get the real thing, 

Translate Here:

actually becomes a tool of the devil to lead people straight to hell. 

Translate Here:

That’s a very scary proposition. 

Translate Here:

But Jesus says, "Count the cost." 

Translate Here:

He says, "What king would ever dream of going to war,"

Translate Here:

This is verse 31 of Luke 14,

Translate Here:

"What king would ever dream of going to war without first sitting down with his counselors 

Translate Here:

and discussing whether his army of 10,000 is strong enough 

Translate Here:

to defeat the 20,000 soldiers who are marching against him. 

Translate Here:

If he is not able, then while the enemy is still far away, 

Translate Here:

they’ll send a delegation to discuss terms of peace. 

Translate Here:

So no one can become my disciple, 

Translate Here:

without giving up everything for me. 

Translate Here:

Here is Jesus. 

Translate Here:

One minute he is talking about laying foundations,

Translate Here:

and picking up some cement blocks 

Translate Here:

and saying send over this truck full of concrete,  

Translate Here:

and you think he is talking about building buildings, 

Translate Here:

and the next thing he is saying, is that you are going to go to war. 

Translate Here:

You’ve got to decide if 10.000 people can defeat the enemy’s 20,000 people. 

Translate Here:

He says, "No, no, no, wait! Wait! 

Translate Here:

What I really want to talk about 

Translate Here:

is counting the costs about following me. 

Translate Here:

No one can become my disciple without giving up everything for me. "

Translate Here:

I have given up everything. 

Translate Here:

I don’t drink. I don’t smoke. 

Translate Here:

I don’t go with girls or guys who do these things.

Translate Here:

No, no!  He says give up everything for me. 

Translate Here:

Let’s talk about giving up something that needs to be given up. 

Translate Here:

Let’s go back to Proverbs. It says, 

Translate Here:

"Don’t lose sight of good planning and insight. 

Translate Here:

Hang onto them."

Translate Here:

And then this is it in verse 27: 

Translate Here:

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 

Translate Here:

when it is in your power to help them."

Translate Here:

Oh, that sounds rather easy. 

Translate Here:

I can do that. 

Translate Here:

I’m as good at helping the next guy as anybody is. 

Translate Here:

If I see somebody in trouble that has a flat tire along the road, 

Translate Here:

I’ll stop the car and get my jack out, 

Translate Here:

and help them change their tire. 

Translate Here:

I’m a good guy. I’ll help anybody.

Translate Here:

Wait a minute. Let’s count the costs. 

Translate Here:

Let’s count the costs. 

Translate Here:

Jesus said that you have to love me more than anyone, 

Translate Here:

and then he raises the price. 

Translate Here:

Listen to what he says in Matthew chapter 5 verse 43: 

Translate Here:

"You have heard it said that you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy, 

Translate Here:

but I say unto you, love your enemies. 

Translate Here:

Bless them that curse you. 

Translate Here:

Do good to them that hate you 

Translate Here:

and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you." 

Translate Here:

We’re looking at the book of Proverbs into the gospels here, 

Translate Here:

and in Proverbs it says, 

Translate Here:

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

Translate Here:

when it is in your power to help them."

Translate Here:

Now we are talking about not withholding good from our enemies. 

Translate Here:

About being good to our enemies. 

Translate Here:

Jesus said count the costs. 

Translate Here:

You have got to give up everything to follow me. 

Translate Here:

You can’t only be good to those people who you think you want to be good to: 

Translate Here:

your father and your mother and your wife and your children. 

Translate Here:

No, Jesus, said that if you want to be the children of my Father which is in heaven, 

Translate Here:

He says, "I say unto you, 

Translate Here:

Love your enemies and bless them that curse you. 

Translate Here:

Do good to them that hate you, 

Translate Here:

and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you."

Translate Here:

Who is your enemy? 

Translate Here:

Your enemy is that person who is getting under your skin. 

Translate Here:

Your enemy is that person who is really bothering you. 

Translate Here:

He’s cursing you, 

Translate Here:

and he’s despitefully using you. 

Translate Here:

He is saying things about you, 

Translate Here:

and he really irritates you. 

Translate Here:

Guess what? That enemy could that person sitting next to you in the church service. 

Translate Here:

That enemy could be a Christian brother or sister. 

Translate Here:

It could also be a family member or a child. 

Translate Here:

It is very seldom somebody that lives in the next town or the next state. 

Translate Here:

The enemies that use you despitefully are the ones that are closest to you.  

Translate Here:

Jesus said count the cost of being a disciple. 

Translate Here:

Love me more than anything else, 

Translate Here:

and do good to your enemy. Do good to your enemy. 

Translate Here:

"For if you love them, which love you," he says. 

Translate Here:

"What reward have you? 

Translate Here:

Do not even the Publicans do the same thing, 

Translate Here:

and if you salute your brethren only, 

Translate Here:

what do you more than others do? 

Translate Here:

Do not even Publicans do so?" 

Translate Here:

The Lord is raising up a high standard here.  

Translate Here:

He is saying it is not enough just to love those people that love you. 

Translate Here:

It is not enough just to be warm and friendly 

Translate Here:

with those who are warm and friendly to you. 

Translate Here:

He is saying, "If I am going to bring myself to the world. 

Translate Here:

I am love. 

Translate Here:

God is love the scripture tells us 

Translate Here:

and I have got to do it through you. 

Translate Here:

I have to bring light where there is darkness. 

Translate Here:

I have to bring love where there is hate, 

Translate Here:

and so I command you, love your enemies." 

Translate Here:

Love those that use you wrongly and badly, 

Translate Here:

those people who are saying things about you, 

Translate Here:

those who are snickering behind your back. 

Translate Here:

"Do not withhold good," it says in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

"when it is in your power to do it."

Translate Here:

Usually if somebody is your enemy, 

Translate Here:

they are like that because there is something in their life that’s missing. 

Translate Here:

People don’t attack other people for the sheer pleasure and joy of it. 

Translate Here:

It is because they are trying to get something out of it. 

Translate Here:

They want something. 

Translate Here:

There is something missing in their life. 

Translate Here:

That person that is using you that way, what is missing in their life? 

Translate Here:

Why are they so unhappy? 

Translate Here:

Why are they so unhappy that they want to attack you? 

Translate Here:

If you would begin to pray for them,

Translate Here:

Jesus said pray for your enemies. 

Translate Here:

Do good to them. 

Translate Here:

If you begin to pray for them, 

Translate Here:

ask God to reveal to you what’s missing in that person’s life. 

Translate Here:

Why do they have to act this way? 

Translate Here:

Why are they jumping all over me?  

Translate Here:

This is a signal from God that this person needs love. 

Translate Here:

This is a signal from God that this person needs to touch the hem of Jesus' garment.  

Translate Here:

Now if I can get beyond my feelings of hurt, 

Translate Here:

and my feelings of rejection, and my feelings of irritation, 

Translate Here:

if I can just crucify those things. 

Translate Here:

if I can get beyond my petty responses and reactions to this person, 

Translate Here:

maybe, just maybe I can determine what it is that they need. 

Translate Here:

And I can do good to them, 

Translate Here:

when it is in my power to do it. 

Translate Here:

Count the costs. Be a disciple. 

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

  A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

