024c  Pay Your Bills

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs takes us up and it takes us down. 

Translate Here:

Yesterday we were dealing with high and lofty ideas, 

Translate Here:

the wisdom that created the world,

Translate Here:

the DNA inside of our body,  

Translate Here:

the stars outside of the reach of the vision of the Hubble Space Telescope. 

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs covers so much. 

Translate Here:

It’s so interesting. 

Translate Here:

Well, today we are going to go back down. 

Translate Here:

We are going to go back to where we live. 

Translate Here:

We are going to look at this verse we have been studying, 

Translate Here:

but look at it in a different way. 

Translate Here:

We are going to pull something new out of it today. 

Translate Here:

In Proverbs chapter 3 verse 27, 

Translate Here:

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 

Translate Here:

when it is in your power to help them. 

Translate Here:

If you can help a neighbor now, 

Translate Here:

don’t say come back tomorrow and then I will help you. 

Translate Here:

Do not plot against your neighbors, 

Translate Here:

for they trust you. 

Translate Here:

Don’t make accusations against somebody 

Translate Here:

who hasn’t wronged you, 

Translate Here:

and don’t envy violent people. 

Translate Here:

Don’t copy their ways."

Translate Here:

Well, we are not going to concentrate on the violent people or copying their ways. 

Translate Here:

We are going to look at helping your neighbor. 

Translate Here:

It says, if you can help them, help them! 

Translate Here:

Don’t say to them come back tomorrow and then I will help you.

Translate Here:

Remember we are making the connection 

Translate Here:

between the book of Proverbs and Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the gospels. 

Translate Here:

What does Jesus have to say about this instruction 

Translate Here:

that is found in the book of Proverbs to help your neighbor? 

Translate Here:

Well, we are only going to reference it one time, 

Translate Here:

In all of the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

Translate Here:

one of the most important commandments is written, 

Translate Here:

Love thy neighbor is presented. 

Translate Here:

Let’s look at it in Matthew chapter 23, 

Translate Here:

Jesus replied, "You must love the Lord your God 

Translate Here:

with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind. 

Translate Here:

This is the first and the greatest commandment. 

Translate Here:

A second is equally important. 

Translate Here:

Love your neighbor as yourself. 

Translate Here:

All the other commandments 

Translate Here:

and all the commands of the prophets are based on these two commandments."

Translate Here:

Now we have been quoting already Proverbs chapter 6. 

Translate Here:

It says. "The commandment is a lamp and the law is light, 

Translate Here:

and reproofs of instruction are a way of life. 

Translate Here:

As you go it shall lead you. 

Translate Here:

As you sleep, it shall keep you. 

Translate Here:

When you awake in the morning, it shall talk to you. 

Translate Here:

Bind them continually upon your heart. 

Translate Here:

Tie them about thy neck."  Alleluia! 

Translate Here:

These commandments are a living thing. 
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Jesus says love your neighbor. 

Translate Here:

I am going to speak to you about that. 

Translate Here:

I am going to get in your face 

Translate Here:

and I am going to show you how to love your neighbor, 

Translate Here:

I am going to do it in the book of Proverbs in verse 27. 

Translate Here:

I am going to give you clear instructions. 

Translate Here:

I am going to simply tell you, 

Translate Here:

do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

Translate Here:

when it is in your power to help them. 

Translate Here:

If you can help your neighbor now, 

Translate Here:

don’t say come back tomorrow and then I will help you. 

Translate Here:

This idea of helping when you can, 

Translate Here:

it is further expressed in Matthew chapter 5 verse 40. 

Translate Here:

It says, "If you are ordered to court and your shirt is taken from you, 

Translate Here:

give your coat too. 

Translate Here:

If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, 

Translate Here:

carry it two miles. 

Translate Here:

Give to those that ask 

Translate Here:

and don’t turn away from those who want to borrow."

Translate Here:

How do you love your neighbor? 

Translate Here:

You do good to him. 

Translate Here:

If he asks for help, you help him. 

Translate Here:

Some people don’t get asked for help very often, 

Translate Here:

because the first time they were asked, 

Translate Here:

they made it very clear that they weren’t going to help. 

Translate Here:

Someone that is helpful gets asked more often. 

Translate Here:

Sometimes we are afraid if we are too helpful, 

Translate Here:

we will be asked all the time, 

Translate Here:

and we won’t have any time for ourselves,

Translate Here:

and everybody will take everything we have. 

Translate Here:

Well you were bought with a price. 

Translate Here:

You don’t belong to yourself. 

Translate Here:

You are the Lord’s. 

Translate Here:

Your time is the Lord’s. 

Translate Here:

He permitted you to live this day. 

Translate Here:

The Lord can establish your ways, 

Translate Here:

He can take care of who you help and when you help, 

Translate Here:

He will tell you how much you help, and how much not to help. 

Translate Here:

The instruction here in Proverbs is to do good to them that need it, 

Translate Here:

and do not withhold good. 

Translate Here:

Don’t say come back tomorrow, and then I will help you. 

Translate Here:

Well there is another aspect to this also.  

Translate Here:

It crops up again in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

Some of these ideas in Proverbs are repeated over and over again. 

Translate Here:

For instance, we have talked about fleeing evil. 

Translate Here:

This is not the only time we are going to ever talk about fleeing evil, 

Translate Here:

because as we do this verse by verse study in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

there are many times in Proverbs where it tells us to flee evil. 

Translate Here:

I will discuss them when we get to them. 

Translate Here:

But right now, we are talking about doing good when it is in your power to do it. 

Translate Here:

There is another reference in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

regarding paying your bills. 

Translate Here:

It say, "If you have the ability to the bills, pay it. 

Translate Here:

Don’t say "some other time."

Translate Here:

Pay it while you have it in your hand.  

Translate Here:

I am going to emphasize that more in a minute 

Translate Here:

by looking at some very precious promises 

Translate Here:

that are found in Psalm 15. 

Translate Here:

Psalm 15 asks a question. It says, 

Translate Here:

"Who may worship in your sanctuary? 

Translate Here:

O Lord, who may enter your presence on your holy hill?"

Translate Here:

David knew about entering into the presence of God. 

Translate Here:

He had set up a tent behind his house, 

Translate Here:

and he said he’d rather be a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord, 

Translate Here:

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

Translate Here:

He really loved being in the presence of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

So he asked the question: 

Translate Here:

Who may come into the presence of the Lord 

Translate Here:

And then he answers it. 

Translate Here:

This is the Lord speaking through David. 

Translate Here:

"Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, 

Translate Here:

Those who speak the truth from sincere hearts. 

Translate Here:

Those who refuse to slander others 

Translate Here:

or to harm their neighbors 

Translate Here:

or to speak evil of their friends."

Translate Here:

You see, David and Proverbs chapter3:27 agree with each other completely. 

Translate Here:

Proverbs  chapter 2:29 says do not plot against your neighbor for they ar trusting you. 

Translate Here:

And David says that the ones that may enter into the presence of God 

Translate Here:

are those people who do not harm their neighbors 

Translate Here:

or speak evil of their friends. 

Translate Here:

It does add something else though. 

Translate Here:

It says "those that despise persistent sinners; "

Translate Here:

another translation says "those that hate sin." 

Translate Here:

Do you hate sin today? 

Translate Here:

Or have you decided well it’s okay. 

Translate Here:

You can’t do anything about it. 

Translate Here:

You are going to let sin be without saying or doing anything. 

Translate Here:

God hates sin, 

Translate Here:

and he calls us to hate sin.

Translate Here:

If we don’t hate sin, then we are going to sin. 

Translate Here:

So those that enter into the presence of God 

Translate Here:

are those who despise persistent sinners 

Translate Here:

and those who honor the faithful followers of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

Here is a little phrase that really relates to doing good 

Translate Here:

when it is in your power to do good. 

Translate Here:

It says, "And they keep their promises even if it hurts."  

Translate Here:

Who shall ascend unto the hill of the Lord, 

Translate Here:

and who shall stand in his holy place? 

Translate Here:

He that has clean hands and a clean heart, 

Translate Here:

who has not lifted up his soul unto vanity or sworn deceitfully. 

Translate Here:

He shall ascend unto the hill of the Lord.

Translate Here:

That’s where we want to go. 

Translate Here:

We want to enter into the holy of holies. 

Translate Here:

We want to be in God’s tent. 

Translate Here:

We want to be close to Jesus. 

Translate Here:

Then the scriptures answer who gets to do that.

Translate Here:

It says it is those persons that keep their promises even when it hurts. 

Translate Here:

Have you promised to do something for someone and not done it? 

Translate Here:

Proverbs says, "Don’t say to your neighbor, 

Translate Here:

Come back tomorrow and then I will help you."

Translate Here:

Isn’t it wonderful how this book of Proverbs is so practical? 

Translate Here:

It tells us to pay our bills on time. 

Translate Here:

Do good to those who deserve it. 

Translate Here:

The people you owe money: 

Translate Here:

they deserve to be repaid. 

Translate Here:

Do good to them; pay them. 

Translate Here:

Don’t withhold payment. Go ahead and pay them. 

Translate Here:

Those that do not harm their neighbors, 

Translate Here:

Ii says in Proverbs chapter 3:29, 

Translate Here:

Don’t plot against your neighbors for they trust you.

Translate Here:

Jesus says there’s two great commandments. 

Translate Here:

One is to love the Lord thy God 

Translate Here:

and the second is like unto it, 

Translate Here:

to love your neighbor like yourself. 

Translate Here:

The Apostle Paul in the book of Romans tells us this; 

Translate Here:

"Pay all your debts."

Translate Here:

This is in chapter 13 verse 8. 

Translate Here:

He says, "Pay all your debts, 

Translate Here:

except the debt of love for others." 

Translate Here:

There is one thing that you want to owe; 

Translate Here:

you want to owe others love. 

Translate Here:

You will never finish paying that. 

Translate Here:

If you love your neighbor, 

Translate Here:

you will fulfill all the requirements of the law, 

Translate Here:

For the commandments against adultery and murder 

Translate Here:

and against stealing and coveting and any other commandment, 

Translate Here:

they are all summed up in this one commandment. 

Translate Here:

"Love your neighbor as yourself."

Translate Here:

Love does no wrong to anyone. 

Translate Here:

So love satisfies all of God’s requirements. 

Translate Here:

The book of Proverbs says, "If you can help your neighbor now, 

Translate Here:

don’t say come back tomorrow and then I will help you. 

Translate Here:

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

Translate Here:

when it is in your power to help them." 

Translate Here:

If they ask, Jesus says, give them. 

Translate Here:

If they ask for your shirt, give them your coat. 

Translate Here:

If they ask you to go a mile, go two. 

Translate Here:

These are instructions to the believer. 

Translate Here:

This is the Christian way of living. 

Translate Here:

This is the wisdom of God expressed in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

and found also in the book of Psalms. 

Translate Here:

While we are talking about fleeing evil, 

Translate Here:

let’s finish today with a few more verses from Romans chapter 13. 

Translate Here:

In verse 11, he says, 

Translate Here:

"Another reason for right living is that you know how late it is. 

Translate Here:

Time is running out. Wake up, 

Translate Here:

for the coming of our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 

Translate Here:

The night is almost gone. 

Translate Here:

The day of salvation will soon be here, 

Translate Here:

so don’t live in darkness. 

Translate Here:

Get rid of your evil deeds. 

Translate Here:

Shed them like dirty clothes. 

Translate Here:

Clothe yourself with the armor of right-living as those who live in the light. 

Translate Here:

We should be decent and true in everything we do 

Translate Here:

so that anyone and everyone can approve of our behavior. 

Translate Here:

Don’t participate in wild parties, or getting drunk, 

Translate Here:

or live in adultery, or immoral living or fighting or jealousy, 

Translate Here:

Let the Lord Jesus take control of you, 

Translate Here:

and don’t think of ways to indulge your evil desires. 

Translate Here:

Pay all of your debts except the debt of love. 

Translate Here:

Do good to your neighbor when it is in your power to do it. 

Translate Here:

 This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

  A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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