026c Blessed or Cursed
Translate Here:

As we begin our look into the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

let’s remember why we’re doing it. 

Translate Here:

The purpose of these Proverbs is to teach people wisdom and discipline, 

Translate Here:

to help them understand wise sayings. 

Translate Here:

Through these proverbs people will learn instruction in discipline, 

Translate Here:

good conduct, and doing what is right, just, and fair. 

Translate Here:

These Proverbs will make the simple-minded clever.

Translate Here:

They will give knowledge and purpose to young people. 

Translate Here:

Let those who are wise listen to these proverbs and become even wiser. 

Translate Here:

And let those who understand receive guidance 

Translate Here:

by exploring the depth of meaning in these proverbs. 

Translate Here:

Well, that’s exactly what we’ve tried to do.  

Translate Here:

We’ve tried to do is explore the depth of meaning that’s found in these wise sayings.

Translate Here:

Sometimes it may seem that we’ve gone off track a little bit, 

Translate Here:

that we’ve gone to places that maybe weren’t on the same subject, 

Translate Here:

but we’re endeavoring to go to the heart of each subject, 

Translate Here:

the root of the matter, or the truths in each Proverb. 

Translate Here:

Currently we’re in Proverbs chapter 3 verses 29 through 34. 

Translate Here:

We’ve looked at part of this already. 

Translate Here:

It says, "Do not plot against your neighbor; 

Translate Here:

do not make accusations against someone who has not wronged you." 

Translate Here:

We talked about wrongly judging the innocent, 

Translate Here:

and how Christ Himself was innocent.

Translate Here:

We talked about how the people of Israel judged Jesus incorrectly, 

Translate Here:

and they brought sorrow into their lives 

Translate Here:

when they turned away from the cross.

Translate Here:

They knew that truly He was innocent, 

Translate Here:

and yet they condemned him anyway.

Translate Here:

Oh, the sorrow that filled their lives. 

Translate Here:

Many times in our society we’ve wrongly judged someone, 

Translate Here:

and found out afterwards, 

Translate Here:

after it was too late that they were innocent. 

Translate Here:

Well, we’re going on, 

Translate Here:

and we’re referring to verse 33 of Proverbs, Chapter 3. 

Translate Here:

It says, "The curse of the Lord is on the wicked, 

Translate Here:

but His blessing is on the home of the upright. 

Translate Here:

The Lord mocks at mockers, 

Translate Here:

but He shows favor to the humble." 

Translate Here:

The book of Hebrews says that it’s impossible to please God without faith 

Translate Here:

and that 'Here’s faith: we believe that Jesus is 

Translate Here:

and that He is the rewarder of those that diligently seek Him." 

Translate Here:

Jesus is the rewarder of those that diligently seek Him. 

Translate Here:

His blessing is on the home of the upright. 

Translate Here:

But you see, many people don’t believe that,

Translate Here:

and consequently they don’t fear the Lord. 

Translate Here:

They’re not afraid of the curse of the Lord,

Translate Here:

because the curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked. 

Translate Here:

That’s the consequence of not having faith. 

Translate Here:

You truly do not believe in the curse of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

What is this curse of the Lord that comes upon those who don’t believe? 

Translate Here:

Let’s look at what Jeremiah has to say about it. 

Translate Here:

In Jeremiah, Chapter 17, listen to what he says, 

Translate Here:

"Thus saith the Lord, ‘Cursed---cursed be the man that trusts in man 

Translate Here:

and makes flesh his arm'."

Translate Here:

That means to trust in the strength of men. 

Translate Here:

I believe that this is referring to 

Translate Here:

the man that is either trusting in another individual  to be his supplier  

Translate Here:

or trusting in his own ability to supply himself. 

Translate Here:

"Cursed be the man who trusts in the flesh 

Translate Here:

and makes flesh his arm, 

Translate Here:

and whose heart departs from the Lord. 

Translate Here:

For he shall be like the heat in the desert, 

Translate Here:

and shall not see when good comes." 

Translate Here:

This truth amazes me that as a Christian 

Translate Here:

I share a testimony about the goodness of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

Many times absolutely wonderful things have happened. 

Translate Here:

Some events have no other explanation 

Translate Here:

other than being the blessing of God.  

Translate Here:

When I share that testimony with someone who is turned away from Jesus, 

Translate Here:

who has rejected Jesus, 

Translate Here:

that person can’t even believe that it came from God. 

Translate Here:

They draw a line in the sand and say, 

Translate Here:

"No, I will not accept that. 

Translate Here:

That’s just a coincidence."

Translate Here:

People will say. "That’s just a coincidence."

Translate Here:

Sometimes, though the things that have happened are so miraculous and so powerful 

Translate Here:

that it’s very difficult to say that it’s only a coincidence. 

Translate Here:

But, these people still can’t see it. 

Translate Here:

The good comes and they can’t see it. 

Translate Here:

It says here, "Cursed is the man who cannot see when good comes. 

Translate Here:

His heart is departed from the Lord." 

Translate Here:

There’s a consequence for that man. 

Translate Here:

Proverbs says this guy will inhabit the parched places in the wilderness. 

Translate Here:

His life will be dry. 

Translate Here:

Oh, he may be able to fill his life with activity; he may have excitement. 

Translate Here:

He may have lots of things to do, 

Translate Here:

and lots of places to go, 

Translate Here:

but deep in his heart, in the wilderness of his heart, 

Translate Here:

there’s dryness and parchedness. 

Translate Here:

And that’s why he chases for more activity, 

Translate Here:

more things to do and more excitement. 

Translate Here:

You know these people who do these extreme sports---

Translate Here:

they have gotten hooked on the adrenaline flow that comes from jumping off cliffs, 

Translate Here:

and jumping out of airplanes with parachutes. 

Translate Here:

Because they’re so dry inside, 

Translate Here:

they have to go to great extremes to fill the vacuum. 

Translate Here:

They inhabit parched places in the wilderness.

Translate Here:

They live in a salt land that’s not inhabited. 

Translate Here:

There’s no inhabitation of Christ. 

Translate Here:

Jesus isn’t living within them, 

Translate Here:

so they have to find their excitement someplace else. 

Translate Here:

That’s what it means to be cursed of God. 

Translate Here:

But praise the Lord, "Blessed is the man that trusts in the Lord." 

Translate Here:

it says in verse seven of chapter 17 of Jeremiah, 

Translate Here:

"Blessed is the man that trusts in the Lord."

Translate Here:

"Blessed!"  Whenever you see the word blessed, 

Translate Here:

it simply means happy. Hallelujah! 

Translate Here:

"Happy is the man that trusts in the Lord, 

Translate Here:

and whose hope the Lord is."

Translate Here:

The Lord is his hope! 

Translate Here:

"For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 

Translate Here:

that spreads out her roots by the river. 

Translate Here:

And shall not see drought when heat comes." 

Translate Here:

In the Old Testament, 3 godly men were (to be) burned to death 

Translate Here:

because of their faith in God: Shadrack, Meshac, and Abednego. 

Translate Here:

They stood in the middle of the fiery, flaming furnace. 

Translate Here:

and they didn’t feel the heat. 

Translate Here:

There wasn’t any smell of smoke on their clothes. 

Translate Here:

Continuing reading Psalm 1, "But this person’s leaf shall be green 

Translate Here:

and shall not be worried in the year of drought (or heat), 

Translate Here:

neither shall he cease from yielding fruit."

Translate Here:

The promise here is that if we’re blessed of God, 

Translate Here:

if we’re trusting God, then we don’t’ have to be worried in the year of drought, 

Translate Here:

and we won’t cease from yielding fruit. 

Translate Here:

Our fruit will continue to come forth even in a dry year.

Translate Here:

So we see the contrast between the wicked and the blessed.

Translate Here:

But Jeremiah tells us something else that’s very interesting. 

Translate Here:

He says, "The heart is deceitful above all things 

Translate Here:

and desperately wicked. Who can know it?

Translate Here:

I, the Lord search the heart, 

Translate Here:

I try the reigns to give to every man according to his ways, 

Translate Here:

and according to the fruit of his doings."

Translate Here:

It’s very interesting that this reference to the wicked heart is placed here

Translate Here:

along side of the declaration of what happened to the cursed man, 

Translate Here:

and what happens to the blessed man. 

Translate Here:

The reason for this is the heart is, in fact, desperately wicked, 

Translate Here:

and what it does, it lies to itself. 

Translate Here:

There are those who are desperately wicked whose hearts are lying to them, 

Translate Here:

telling them, "You’re ok. I’m ok, I’m ok." 

Translate Here:

Saying, "I go to church regularly. I paid my tithe." 

Translate Here:

Saying,  "“ help people whenever they need help."

Translate Here:

But that same heart may think terrible things at other times.

Translate Here:

Jeremiah says that there are those who have desperately wicked hearts, 

Translate Here:

and that the Lord searches those hearts and He tries the reins. 

Translate Here:

You know, we don’t know about trying the reigns anymore, 

Translate Here:

because very few of us have any experience driving a team of horses, 

Translate Here:

but how you flick those reins determines how that horse goes. 

Translate Here:

If you have a well-trained horse, and you flick the reign a little bit, 

Translate Here:

the horse will move from a walk into a trot. 

Translate Here:

But if the horse is wild, and you flick it a little bit, 

Translate Here:

the horse will jump and take off galloping, 

Translate Here:

and run pell-mell head over heels over itself and hurt itself. 

Translate Here:

Well, the Lord tries the reins in our lives. 

Translate Here:

He flicks the reins just a little bit. 

Translate Here:

And when He flicks the reins, 

Translate Here:

we’ll know whether we trust Him or whether we trust ourselves, 

Translate Here:

because if we’re trusting Him, we will be secure; we won’t be afraid. 

Translate Here:

We can hear the signal from God. 

Translate Here:

We can change pace; 

Translate Here:

we can go just a little bit faster. 

Translate Here:

But, in the times of drought 

Translate Here:

and in the time of difficulty when the heat is about us, 

Translate Here:

and we’re trusting in ourselves, 

Translate Here:

almost any little thing that happens throws us into fear. 

Translate Here:

Panic erupts. 

Translate Here:

And in spite of the fact that our heart has been telling us we’re ok, 

Translate Here:

the flick of the rein of God proves the matter 

Translate Here:

as to whether we’re really trusting Him or not trusting Him. 

Translate Here:

He says, I try the reigns even to give every man according to his ways 

Translate Here:

and according to the fruit of his doings."

Translate Here:

Remember that we’re looking at Proverbs chapter 39 and in verse 33 

Translate Here:

It says, "The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked, 

Translate Here:

but His blessing is on the home of the upright." 

Translate Here:

Let’s find out what this blessing is. 

Translate Here:

We’ve promised to make a connection 

Translate Here:

between the book of Proverbs and the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Translate Here:

Well, there’s such a beautiful connection here. 

Translate Here:

This is what Jesus taught on the subject of blessing. 

Translate Here:

In chapter 5 of Matthew, "God blesses those who realize their need for Him, 

Translate Here:

for the kingdom of heaven is given to them.  

Translate Here:

God blesses those who mourn for they will be comforted."  

Translate Here:

It’s not a bad thing to mourn. You’ll receive comfort. 

Translate Here:

"God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, 

Translate Here:

for the whole earth belongs to them. "

Translate Here:

The world is telling us to be brash and harsh, 

Translate Here:

but Jesus says the lowly and the gentle will inherit the earth. 

Translate Here:

"God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty for justice 

Translate Here:

for they will receive it in full." 

Translate Here:

"Are you hungry and thirsty for righteousness? 

Translate Here:

He feeds those that are hungry. 

Translate Here:

God blesses the merciful, 

Translate Here:

for they shall be shown mercy. 

Translate Here:

God blesses those who are pure in heart, 

Translate Here:

for they shall see God." 

Translate Here:

We want to see God today. 

Translate Here:

"God blesses those that work for peace, 

Translate Here:

for they will be called the children of God. "

Translate Here:

May the blessing of God be upon you today. 

Translate Here:

and upon the reading of this word.

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

  Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

