027c Learn to Be Wise
Translate Here:

As we move on into Chapter 4 of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:

some of you who've been listening on a regular basis are going to think, 

Translate Here:

"He is going to say that we’re supposed to gain wisdom and knowledge." 

Translate Here:

Well, it’s not Brother Steve that’s saying that. 

Translate Here:

it’s the Holy Spirit speaking through the writer of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

This is a theme that continues, 

Translate Here:

and you will hear it over and over again. 

Translate Here:

Get wisdom, get knowledge, get understanding. 

Translate Here:

You know, when anything is repeated in the scriptures, 

Translate Here:

and it’s repeated this often, 

Translate Here:

it must be extremely important. 

Translate Here:

Well, let’s go on. 

Translate Here:

Proverbs 4: "My children, listen to me. 

Translate Here:

Listen to your father’s instruction. 

Translate Here:

Pay attention and grow wise, 

Translate Here:

for I am giving you good guidance. 

Translate Here:

Don’t turn away from my teaching. 

Translate Here:

Those of you, who are listening, don’t turn away 

Translate Here:

just because we are talking again about wisdom. 

Translate Here:

For I, too, was once my father’s son, 

Translate Here:

tenderly loved by my mother, as an only child. 

Translate Here:

My father told me, ‘Take my words to heart, 

Translate Here:

follow my instructions, and you will live. 

Translate Here:

Learn to be wise, and you will develop good judgment. 
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Don’t forget or turn away from my words." 

Translate Here:

The writer here was Solomon and his father was David. 

Translate Here:

David gave him wise instruction. 

Translate Here:

He told him what to do. 

Translate Here:

But this is also the Holy Spirit, our heavenly Father, 

Translate Here:

who speaking to us, telling us not to turn away from His words. 

Translate Here:

Verse 6 says, "Don’t turn your back on wisdom, 

Translate Here:

for she will protect you." 

Translate Here:

Hallelujah, we could use protection. 
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"Love her, and she will guard you." 

Translate Here:

Wisdom guards us and protects us! 

Translate Here:

Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do.  
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If you really get wisdom, 

Translate Here:

you’ll do whatever the Lord asks of you.

Translate Here:

If you get nothing else, you’ll get good judgment. 
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"If you prize wisdom, she will exalt you."
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How many of us feel exalted this morning? 

Translate Here:

Do you feel exalted? 

Translate Here:

Personally, I feel a little exalted today, 

Translate Here:

because He’s graced me with the opportunity to share this word with you.
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It’s a wonderful thing to praise wisdom. 
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I prize wisdom. 
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Proverbs says, "If you prize wisdom, she will exalt you. 

Translate Here:

Embrace her and she will honor you. 
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She will place a lovely wreath on your head, 

Translate Here:

and she will present you with a beautiful crown." 
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There’s a crown awaiting the saints. 
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Hallelujah! A crown. 
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We’ll learn more about that crown later on in Proverbs. 
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This is a little tickler. 
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This is a little something for you to know, 
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that you have a crown waiting for you, brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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"My children, listen to me and do as I say, 

Translate Here:

and you will have a long and good life."
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Well, I want to make this clear.  
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It wasn’t only the writer of Proverbs that thought wisdom was so important. 
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 The Apostle Paul clearly thought it was important, 

Translate Here:

and he wrote to the Colossians about it.
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Listen to what he said. 

Translate Here:

"We’ve continued praying for you ever since we heard about you."
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Paul’s talking about a group of Christians that he’s come in contact with, 

Translate Here:

and he has a prayer for them. 

Translate Here:

Listen to his prayer. 

Translate Here:

"We ask God to give you complete understanding 

Translate Here:

of what God wants to do in your lives." 

Translate Here:

Complete understanding IS wisdom.
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Whew! We want to know what God is doing in our lives!  
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Every day people are trying to decide 

Translate Here:

what THEY want to do with their lives. 
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Paul says that the important things are what does God want to do in our lives? 

Translate Here:

He says, "I pray for you that you understand what God wants to do for your life." 

Translate Here:

You may think that the best thing for you to do is to get a good job.

Translate Here:

A job, that pays more money per hour than your old job. 

Translate Here:

It may be that God has something totally different in mind for you.  
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Paul says, "We ask Him to make you wise with spiritual wisdom." 
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Now we’ve talked about this before, 

Translate Here:

and we’re going to talk about it again. 

Translate Here:

There’s a difference between natural wisdom and godly wisdom. 

Translate Here:

We want the wisdom of God. 

Translate Here:

We’re going to talk about that again in just a minute. 
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"If you have the wisdom of God," it says in verse 10 of Colossians chapter 1,

Translate Here:

"then, the way you live will always please the Lord. 

Translate Here:

And you will continually be doing good, kind things for others."

Translate Here:

That’s what we’re called to do. 

Translate Here:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are called to be a blessing. 

Translate Here:

In the Book of Genesis chapter 12 verse 1, it says that the whole world was blessed through Abraham. 

Translate Here:

Abraham did just what God asked him to do. 

Translate Here:

He went where God told him to go, 

Translate Here:

God blessed him and gave him children, 

Translate Here:

and from out of that nation came Jesus Christ. 

Translate Here:

He did normal things that you and I would do.  

Translate Here:

He had children, multiplied, and blessed the whole world. 

Translate Here:

God isn’t asking you to do supernatural crazy wild things. 

Translate Here:

Just raise a godly family. 

Translate Here:

Raise godly children and blessing the world with them. Praise the Lord! 

Translate Here:

It says here,  "Then, the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, 

Translate Here:

and you will continually do good, kind things for others. 

Translate Here:

All the time, you will learn to know God better and better." 

Translate Here:

So, you see here, the Apostle Paul is as interested in this knowledge and wisdom 

Translate Here:

as is the writer of  the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

Wisdom and knowledge are extremely, extremely important. 
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Wisdom is often misunderstood---
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Many times when people start talking about wisdom 

Translate Here:

or getting wisdom and knowledge, they think about going to college. 

Translate Here:

They think about taking classes. 

Translate Here:

They think about learning hard and complicated things. 

Translate Here:

They often think of I.Q. (Intelligence Quotient test scores.) and school grades. 
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But, please understand,  

Translate Here:

we’re not talking about man’s wisdom. 

Translate Here:

As a matter of fact, Jeremiah warns us.

Translate Here:

Listen to what Jeremiah says:  

Translate Here:

This is what the Lord says through Jeremiah, 

Translate Here:

"Let not the wise man gloat in his wisdom 
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or the mighty man in his might, 

Translate Here:

or the rich man in his riches. 
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Let them boast in this alone, 

Translate Here:

that they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord. 

Translate Here:

I am just and righteous, whose love is unfailing, 
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and I delight in these things. 
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I, the Lord have spoken."

Translate Here:

"The knowledge of God is the beginning of wisdom." 
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Let them boast in this alone, 

Translate Here:

that they truly know Me and understand that I am the Lord." 
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This is the wisdom that is written about in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

This is the wisdom that Paul wrote to the Colossians about. 

Translate Here:

It is about knowing Christ. 

Translate Here:

Knowing Christ. Hallelujah!  
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Paul also said in Chapter 2 of 1 Corinthians, 

Translate Here:

"“ was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 

Translate Here:

and my speech and my preaching were not with enticing words of man’s wisdom." 

Translate Here:

See, Paul knows the difference here. 

Translate Here:

"But it was in a demonstration of the Spirit and of power 
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that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men 

Translate Here:

but in the power of God." 
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Paul goes on in the 16th verse,

Translate Here:

We’ve read this before, 

Translate Here:

but this is a lesson that can’t be read too many times.  

Translate Here:

This must be laid as a foundational. 
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This is basic to our Christian faith, and yet, sometimes it’s missed. 

Translate Here:

Some people aren’t even aware of its existence, 

Translate Here:

Listen to what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians chapter 2 verse 16. 

Translate Here:

He says, "Yet, when I am among mature Christians," 

Translate Here:

He’s not talking about babes in Christ.  

Translate Here:

He’s talking about mature Christians, 

Translate Here:

"I do speak with words of wisdom, 

Translate Here:

but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world, 

Translate Here:

and not the kind that appeals to the rulers of this world, 

Translate Here:

who are being brought to nothing."
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Why should we be surprised 

Translate Here:

when the newspaper ridicules the Christian community? 

Translate Here:

The news reporters will listen to high and mighty politicians saying things 

Translate Here:

when they ought to be listening to the man who has the word of the Lord. 

Translate Here:

Note: The wisdom we seek is the secret wisdom of God. 

Translate Here:

That’s what Paul was writing about. 

Translate Here:

'We speak of the hidden wisdom of God 

Translate Here:

which was hidden in former times 

Translate Here:

though He made it for our benefit before the world began." 

Translate Here:

This spiritual wisdom has always been there.  

Translate Here:

And it is there for our benefit. 

Translate Here:

Remember the writer of Proverbs is talking about how wisdom is going to result in honor, 

Translate Here:

in our being exalted, and in our receiving a crown. 

Translate Here:

There’s benefit to this wisdom! 
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Paul writes, "But, the rulers of this world have not understood it," 

Translate Here:

"If they had, they never would have crucified our glorious Lord. 

Translate Here:

This is what the scriptures mean when they say, 

Translate Here:

‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

Translate Here:

and no eye has imagined 

Translate Here:

what God has prepared for those who love Him." 
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Yesterday we mentioned speaking to people about the blessings of God 

Translate Here:

and how they may could not see it. 
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It takes a spiritual mind to understand spiritual things. 
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Paul declares this. He says, "But we know these things 

Translate Here:

because God has revealed them to us by His spirit. 

Translate Here:

His spirit searches out everything 

Translate Here:

and even shows us God’s deep secrets. 

Translate Here:

No one can tell what a person is really thinking except that person alone. 

Translate Here:

And no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own spirit. 

Translate Here:

See, we need the spirit of Christ, 

Translate Here:

We need to be born again. 

Translate Here:

We need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

Translate Here:

We need the Holy Spirit to be ruling and reigning in our hearts 
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so that we can understand spiritual things. 
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"And God, in verse 12, “has actually given us of His Spirit, 

Translate Here:

not the world’s spirit, 

Translate Here:

so that we can know the wonderful things that God has freely given us. 

Translate Here:

He has given us wonderful things, 

Translate Here:

but they’re unable to be seen by the non-spiritual man. 

Translate Here:

The spiritual man can see the wonderful things that God has given us. 

Translate Here:

But people who aren’t Christians can’t understand these truths of God’s spirit. 

Translate Here:

"It all sounds foolish to them, 

Translate Here:

because only those who have God’s spirit can understand what the spirit means. 

Translate Here:

We who have the spirit understand these things, 

Translate Here:

but others cannot understand us at all. 
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How could they?"  
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Who could know what the Lord is thinking? 

Translate Here:

Who can give Him counsel? 
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But we can understand these things 
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for we have the mind of Christ." 

Translate Here:

That’s a powerful statement. 

Translate Here:

We have the mind of Christ when we’re born again. 
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When our body, this tent---this tabernacle has in it the spirit of Christ, 

Translate Here:

we not only have the spirit of Christ, 
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we have the mind of Christ.
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Let the mind of Christ spring forth from inside your tent today,
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and you will be blessed; you will be exalted. 
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This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
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God bless you and have a great eternity. 
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A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
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 Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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