028c Wicked Failure To Act

Translate Here:

We’ve been talking about getting wisdom. 

Translate Here:

In Proverbs 4:11, Solomon, the writer tells us, 

Translate Here:

"I have taught you wisdom’s ways 

Translate Here:

and I have led you in straight paths." 

Translate Here:

Recently we mentioned that wisdom speaks of high and lofty ideals 

Translate Here:

but wisdom also speaks of some very practical things. 

Translate Here:

Well, we’re going to look at some very practical things today.

Translate Here:

We’re going to consider a little twist regarding wickedness 

Translate Here:

that most of us probably don’t think about very often. 

Translate Here:

We’re going to look at fleeing wickedness. 

Translate Here:

We’ve talked about fleeing evil before, 

Translate Here:

but we’re going to talk about fleeing wickedness. 

Translate Here:

Listen carefully as I read Proverbs 4:11through 18.

Translate Here:

"I will teach you wisdom’s way 

Translate Here:

and lead you in straight paths. 

Translate Here:

If you lead a life guided by wisdom, 

Translate Here:

you won’t limp or stumble as you run." 

Translate Here:

Do you feel as though you are stumbling through life? 

Translate Here:

It means that you need more wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Are you limping through life? 

Translate Here:

You need more wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Verse 13: "Carry out my instructions, 

Translate Here:

don’t forsake them, guard them, 

Translate Here:

for they will lead you to a fulfilled life." 

Translate Here:

All of us want to have a fulfilled life. 

Translate Here:

Jesus died that we might have life and life more abundantly. 

Translate Here:

It’s His plan for your life, that your life be fulfilled. 

Translate Here:

In order for your life to be fulfilled, 

Translate Here:

you’re going to have to get wisdom. 

Translate Here:

Remember this is spiritual wisdom.

Translate Here:

It comes to you by a visitation of the spirit of Christ. 

Translate Here:

Verse 14, "Do not do as the wicked do 

Translate Here:

or follow the path of evil-doers." 

Translate Here:

We’re going to talk about wicked people.

Translate Here:

There’s going to be a surprise here for you 

Translate Here:

as we get into the gospel of Matthew. 

Translate Here:

Verse 15 says, "Avoid their hangouts; 

Translate Here:

turn away, go somewhere else, 

Translate Here:

for evil people cannot sleep until they have done their evil deed for the day. 

Translate Here:

They cannot rest until they have caused someone to stumble. 

Translate Here:

They eat wickedness and drink violence."

Translate Here:

I can understand this. 

Translate Here:

I can recall in my youth 

Translate Here:

when I was ruly outside of Christ. 

Translate Here:

I hadn’t strayed from Christ 

Translate Here:

because I had never met Christ. 

Translate Here:

I can recall wandering around at 4 or 5 o’ clock in the morning, 

Translate Here:

 I was looking for trouble. 

Translate Here:

Looking for trouble as a young man. I couldn’t sleep. 

Translate Here:

I wanted to find some trouble. 

Translate Here:

"Evil people cannot sleep until they have done their evil deed for the day. 

Translate Here:

They cannot rest until they have caused someone to stumble. 

Translate Here:

They eat wickedness and they drink violence." 

Translate Here:

Proverbs says, "Don’t so as the wicked do. "

Translate Here:

Let’s not be like that. 

Translate Here:

Now let’s connect this thought in the book of Proverbs 

Translate Here:

to the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Translate Here:

I spent some time looking at the wicked people in the gospels. 

Translate Here:

I made a VERY interesting discovery. 

Translate Here:

The wicked people in Proverbs are different from the wicked people in the gospels. 

Translate Here:

In the gospels, there are three references to wicked people. 

Translate Here:

One refers to those people that simply reject Christ. 

Translate Here:

Christ came into town. He performed miracles. 

Translate Here:

He taught and demonstrated the wisdom of God, 

Translate Here:

and many people rejected it.  

Translate Here:

He said, "Woe unto you." 

Translate Here:

He named the villages and the towns in which this happened,

Translate Here:

He said it’s going to be worse for you 

Translate Here:

than for the wicked people in Sodom and Gomorra. 

Translate Here:

The wicked people in Sodom and Gomorra were like the wicked people described in Proverbs 

Translate Here:

who couldn’t sleep at night until they had perpetrated their evil acts. 

Translate Here:

But, Jesus declared that the people who rejected Him 

Translate Here:

were going to receive a greater damnation!

Translate Here:

Those who had seen the miracles, 

Translate Here:

those who had heard the teachings and rejected them.

Translate Here:

They were in worse trouble than the people described in Proverbs. 

Translate Here:

Another class of wicked people is found several places in Luke.

Translate Here:

It’s a story that’s told several times in the gospels.

Translate Here:

It’s known as the story of the talents. 

Translate Here:

Let’s read it and be surprised at what we discover in it. 

Translate Here:

Luke chapter 19 verses 11 through 26: 

Translate Here:

"The crowd was listening to everything that Jesus said, 

Translate Here:

and because He was nearing Jerusalem, 

Translate Here:

he told a story to correct the impression 

Translate Here:

that the kingdom of God would begin right away. 

Translate Here:

He said, ‘A nobleman was called away to a distant empire 

Translate Here:

to be crowned king and to return. 

Translate Here:

Before he left, he called together ten servants, 

Translate Here:

and he gave them ten pounds of silver 

Translate Here:

to invest for him while he was gone."

Translate Here:

Another translation of the word could be "talents".

Translate Here:

"He gave them ten talents," 

Translate Here:

I like the word "talents’  best

Translate Here:

because talents not only talks about our money, 

Translate Here:

but about the abilities that we have, 

Translate Here:

our capabilities and the gifts that God has given us. 

Translate Here:

Continuing the story, "But, this people hated him 

Translate Here:

and they sent a delegation after him 

Translate Here:

to say that they did not want him to be their king. 

Translate Here:

When he returned, the king called the servants to whom he had given the money. 

Translate Here:

He wanted to find out what they had done with the money, 

Translate Here:

and what their profits were. 

Translate Here:

The first servant reported a tremendous gain; 

Translate Here:

ten times as much as the original amount. 

Translate Here:

‘Well done!’ the king exclaimed, ‘You are a trustworthy servant. 

Translate Here:

You have been faithful with the little I have entrusted to you, 

Translate Here:

so you will be governor of ten cities as your reward." 

Translate Here:

In another place in the gospels, Jesus said, 

Translate Here:

"Unto him whom much is given, much is required."

Translate Here:

So this man had been given much, 

Translate Here:

so much was required of him. 

Translate Here:

The next servant also reported a good gain, 

Translate Here:

five times the original amount. 

Translate Here:

‘Well done,’ the king said, 

Translate Here:

‘You can be governor over five cities.’" 

Translate Here:

You see what is happening: 

Translate Here:

The two servants each had been given something by Jesus.

Translate Here:

They used it and used it well, 

Translate Here:

and brought back profit on the investment. 

Translate Here:

They were told ‘well done’ 

Translate Here:

But the third servant brought back only the original amount of money. 

Translate Here:

He said, ‘I hid it, and I kept it safe. 

Translate Here:

I was afraid because you are a hard man to deal with, 

Translate Here:

taking what is not yours 

Translate Here:

and harvesting crops you did not plant.'

Translate Here:

‘You wicked servant!’ the king roared ‘Hard, am I? 

Translate Here:

If you knew so much about me 

Translate Here:

and knew how tough I am, 

Translate Here:

why didn’t you deposit the money in the bank 

Translate Here:

so I at least could get some interest on it?’ 

Translate Here:

Then, turning to the others standing nearby, he ordered,

Translate Here:

 take the money from this servant 

Translate Here:

and give it to the one who earned the most." 

Translate Here:

Mind you, he called him a ‘wicked servant.’ 

Translate Here:

This will tie into our lesson from Proverbs today 

Translate Here:

where it says to avoid the paths of the wicked. 

Translate Here:

‘But, Master,’ they said, ‘That servant has enough already.’ 

Translate Here:

‘Yes, ‘ the king replied, 

Translate Here:

‘But to those who use well what they are given, even more will be given. 

Translate Here:

But to those who are unfaithful, 

Translate Here:

even what they have will be taken away.' 

Translate Here:

Now, let’s listen closely. 

Translate Here:

This parable that Jesus told isn’t referring to only those servants. 

Translate Here:

There’s a spiritual lesson; 

Translate Here:

there’s spiritual wisdom in this parable. 

Translate Here:

He’s saying, if I give spiritual gifts to somebody, 

Translate Here:

and they bury them in the ground, 

Translate Here:

and they don’t use them, 

Translate Here:

those gifts will be taken away from them. 

Translate Here:

But those who have spiritual gifts and use them, 

Translate Here:

to them will be given more spiritual gifts. 

Translate Here:

I want to repeat again out of verse 26. 

Translate Here:

"But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant!’"

Translate Here:

Wickedness in this case wasn’t based on actions that were performed; 

Translate Here:

It wasn’t based on sins that were committed. 

Translate Here:

Wickedness was based on things that were NOT done. 

Translate Here:

He was given the ability to do something, 

Translate Here:

and he didn’t do it, 

Translate Here:

so God called him, wicked. 

Translate Here:

Hear the word of the Lord regarding spiritual wisdom. 

Translate Here:

When we’re given gifts, we’re expected to use them, 

Translate Here:

and if we don’t use them, 

Translate Here:

Jesus lets us know that our behavior is wicked. 

Translate Here:

It’s wicked! 

Translate Here:

Now, we have a job when we come together. 

Translate Here:

In Hebrews 10:24, it tells us: 

Translate Here:

we’re supposed to provoke one another to love and to good works. 

Translate Here:

That’s exactly what I’d like to do with this teaching on wickedness. 

Translate Here:

I’d like to provoke you to love and good works. 

Translate Here:

He’s given us the greatest gift of all, 

Translate Here:

which is the gift of love.

Translate Here:

The gift of love results in good works. 

Translate Here:

Wonderful things happen. 

Translate Here:

People that are hungry are fed, 

Translate Here:

people that are naked are clothed. 

Translate Here:

People that lack understanding are given instructions in the way of righteousness. 

Translate Here:

Love is the gasoline in the engine of the car 

Translate Here:

that moves the car from place to place for good works. 

Translate Here:

He’s given us love. 

Translate Here:

Every one of us has been given the gift of love. 

Translate Here:

We’ve been loved. He then tells us, 

Translate Here:

"Freely you have received, freely give."

Translate Here:

Well, let’s give back that love. 

Translate Here:

Let’s give out that love. 

Translate Here:

You are using spiritual wisdom when you give the gift of love.

Translate Here:

You do not need a degree from a college to love. 

Translate Here:

You don’t need a high IQ to love. 

Translate Here:

You don’t need the ability to read complicated books to love. 

Translate Here:

Love is a gift given to us from the Holy Spirit. 

Translate Here:

Now, think about the consequences of not loving. 

Translate Here:

if we don’t love, we are in danger of having the Master say to us, 

Translate Here:

"You wicked and lazy servant!"

Translate Here:

Doesn’t this put a new perspective on wickedness? 

Translate Here:

Haven’t we always thought about wickedness as those people that use drugs, 

Translate Here:

or steal or use guns to hurt people, 

Translate Here:

or get involved with pornography or sexual perversity? 

Translate Here:

All of those "you should NOT" sins, 

Translate Here:

like jealousy, anger, and deceit? 

Translate Here:

What we’re learning here is that there is yet another kind of wickedness, 

Translate Here:

when we do NOT do the works of God with our talents, 

Translate Here:

when we do not use the talents that God has given to us. 

Translate Here:

He has called us to obey His commandments. 

Translate Here:

"This is my commandment, 

Translate Here:

that you love one another even as I have loved you."

Translate Here:

And when we shut up our bowels of mercy, 

Translate Here:

when our hearts of compassion are no longer functioning, 

Translate Here:

then we are in danger of becoming wicked servants. 

Translate Here:

It’s something to think about. 

Translate Here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:

God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

Translate Here:

