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#289 It Isn’t Right

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:10 says, It isn't right for a fool to live in luxury 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or for a slave to rule over princes!
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have mentioned several times 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that individual proverbs can have a natural meaning and a spiritual meaning. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In other words, you can learn from a proverb 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by simply accepting the common everyday wisdom it provides. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Or, you can look for the deeper and underlying spiritual significance of the verse.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
One of the ways we have looked for spiritual significance 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is by looking at other places in the Bible that talk about the same or a related subject. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We try to learn the meaning of the Bible 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by allowing the Bible to teach us what it means. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This approach to spiritual discovery grants us assurance that we are hearing from the Lord.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are two related ideas in today’s study verse. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are going to look at the second half of the verse first.

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Although we have know way of knowing, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
whether he had seen slaves riding and princes walking, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
he was still inspired him to write, “It isn’t right…for a slave to rule over princes.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As a young man, Solomon was a prince. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Later, he became King. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It could be said that he wrote this verse to protect his social position.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If any of us were princes, we would likely be very unhappy 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to find ourselves ruled or governed by a former slave.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We will see in a minute that there is a better reason 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
why slaves should not rule over princes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For the moment we are going to consider why it is that we need the Holy Spirit to teach us and lead us into truth.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Christ there exists rules 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and then there are rules that are broken by the purposes of God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When I was in high school, a teacher gave us the following proverb, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “There is an exception to every rule.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course if this is true then the exception to this particular proverb 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
would have to be that there are some rules that have no exceptions.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Does this sound funny?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many times spiritual truth is paradoxical. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A paradox is an argument that can be answered more than one way, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
even when the answers contradict each other.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For instance, it is not right for a slave to rule over princes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we accept this as being a true word that the Holy Spirit inspired Solomon to write, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
then we have a problem.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was a slave and later a prisoner. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God, in his plan and purpose, snatched Joseph from a prison cell 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and made him the ruler over all of the princes of Egypt. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Joseph was one exception to the rule. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was also a picture to reveal something to us about Jesus.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We learn from the New Testament that Jesus took upon himself the form of a servant or slave. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At one point he washed the feet of the disciples. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This demeaning task was usually reserved for the very lowest of all slaves. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even though he performed as a slave, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
eventually Jesus rose to rule over all of the princes and kings of the earth.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So now we have proof that the Lord Jehovah allows slaves to rule over princes. 
\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We also have the fact the Holy Spirit teaches in the book of Proverbs 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that it isn’t right for a slave to rule over a prince. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have a rule and we have an exception to the rule. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is a grand paradox.

Unfortunately, there are Christians that have zeal without knowledge. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We learned recently that bad doctrine is a cruel taskmaster. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When you have zeal without knowledge, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it is easy to only look at one solution to a paradox. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Doing so robs us of the opportunity to experience the multiple mercies of God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For example, many times in the scriptures we are told that if we “only believe” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we will have anything we ask for.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Obviously this is a true statement. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If it were not true it would not have been given to use. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What might be the exception to this particular rule?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why the exception to the rule is the will of the ruler, Jesus. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Twenty three times in the King James Version of the Bible we find the phrase, “appointed time.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord’s will always happens in His appointed time. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Psalm One teaches us that the man of God will bear fruit “in his season”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we “only believe” for some miracle or answer to prayer and it does not happen, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we can lie to ourselves and say it already happened. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
More commonly though, we simply become discouraged. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Knowledge of God and His ways protects us from both of these options. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact is that even though the Lord wants us to prosper and be victorious, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there are appointed seasons of difficulty.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Daniel prophesied that in the end times wise men would be persecuted. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the word of the Lord from Daniel Chapter 11 verse 35, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “And some of the wise will fall victim to persecution. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In this way, they will be refined and cleansed 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and made pure until the time of the end, for the appointed time is still to come.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both ideas are true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are called to overcome 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and we are called to fall victim to persecution 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that we can be refined and cleansed.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we plunder the depth and height and width of God’s wisdom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we run in to paradoxes and exceptions to rules. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we rest in the teaching and wisdom of the Holy Spirit we discover wonders.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many time I have said to myself, I wonder what the Lord is doing here? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is a wonderful God and he sure keeps me wondering.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I realize that it may seem like our wondering has caused us to wander away from our proverb for today. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We had a rule, “It is not right for a slave to rule over a prince.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We found two exceptions to the rule. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Joseph, a slave, ruled over the princes of Egypt. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus, who made himself a slave, rules over all of the princes and kings of this world.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have a natural teaching. “It is not right for a slave to rule over a prince.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The question is, what is the spiritual meaning of this verse?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why does the Lord want to enforce the social order of the age in which Solomon lived?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is all about authority.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We say that Jesus is Lord of our life, but do we really understand what that means? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Government has evolved through history. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The bad kings of this age have given the idea of kingship a bad name. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unlike Jesus, bad kings rule for their own pleasure. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They are often unjust, exacting taxes and whimsically stealing from their subjects. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember how Ahab killed a neighbor 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that he could have a field that belonged to his neighbor? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His wife Jezebel encouraged him by telling him 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that he was the king and he could do whatever he wanted to do.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Ahabs of history inspired men to form democratic governments. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today, there are only a handful of nations in the world that have kings 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that have the power held by the kings of the Old Testament.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is both good and bad. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is good because the Lord has permitted men to have a way to govern themselves 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that reduces the power of bad kings. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is bad because most of the men and woman in the world today 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
have no common way of understanding the rights and dominion of King Jesus.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many who live in democratic nations think that our relationship with Jesus works like a democracy. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They say in their hearts, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I think such and such is a good thing so I will declare it to be so. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is the way we do it in a democracy.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs teaches that it is not good for slaves to rule over princes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This means spiritually that it is not right for us, as love slaves of Jesus, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to attempt to over-rule the sovereign purposes of the Prince of Peace. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He may say, “Not now.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He may say, “I want you to eat grass and act like a crazy person for seven years. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
After that period of time, you will glorify me before the nations.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He may tell you to go on a missionary journey and not take any money or even a second coat. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He may tell you to raise support for your mission trip so that all of your expenses are covered for the next two years.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The same God that gave strict rules regarding modesty and the avoidance of nakedness 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
told one of the prophets to walk about naked for two years 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to demonstrate the shameful nakedness of the nation of Israel.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Can a King violate his own law? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We would like to believe that he can not or will not. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But, we know that both bad kings and good kings have done so in the past. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But the big question is, will King Jesus break his own law? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We shudder to think that this might be possible. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We want a God that fits into our moral box and is always predictable.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is in fact, predictably unpredictable. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Miracles themselves are a deviation from the predictable. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A man who is blind from birth is expected to die blind. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Who ever heard of such a man being given his sight? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Well, I have heard of it.   Its in the Bible. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have personally survived three illnesses that the medical world declared unsolvable. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They predicted one thing. King Jesus, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
in His sovereign love and power overruled their predictions.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Like the medical profession, we tend to study the matter 
\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and draw conclusions about how things work. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We make decisions regarding what God will do and what God will not do. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we have it all figured out, we are in danger of becoming slaves 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who want to rule over OR over-rule the Lord Jesus.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs says that it is not right for a slave to rule over a prince.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It also says that it is not right for a fool to live in luxury.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are foolish men who convince themselves 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that they have a spiritual right to wealth and lavish themselves in luxury. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many are foolish.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we have learned anything today about spiritual paradoxes, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we could predict that it would take another radio program 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to even begin to understand when luxury is appropriate and when it is inappropriate. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let us seek knowledge and wisdom. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you and have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

