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#292 Foolish Sons and Contentious Wives

Proverbs 19:13 states:  A foolish son brings disgrace to his father. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A nagging wife goes on and on like the drip, drip, drip of the rain. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In this verse, Proverbs links together foolish sons and nagging wives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both are big problems. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both are fairly common problems. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many listening to this program have either a foolish son or a nagging wife. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some, unfortunately have both.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We could spend our time today talking to the foolish sons and the nagging wives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But  the Lord is leading me to address the father and the husband. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Proverbs 19:13, it is the father that is experiencing disgrace 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and it is the husband that is suffering from the drip, drip, drip of the contentious wife.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We want to begin to understand how the father and husband found himself in this predicament. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is the man in this verse that is experiencing pain. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are men listening today that are experiencing the same pain. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We praise the Lord that there is a way out of that pain. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To find the way out, it is necessary to understand how men get into this situation to begin with.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am speaking now as a man 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who has experienced the foolishness of my son and the nagging of my wife. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The word of God is a two edged sword. It cuts both ways. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I may be about to cut the hearts and pride of some men who are listening. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Please understand that my own pride is about to suffer the same blow.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I hope that the ladies and wives listening today 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
will not try to use this information against their husbands. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If they do, they will earn an even higher commission in the ranks of the brigade of nagging wives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We should not use the word of God to criticize others. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our goal is to use it to heal lives.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So, how do men end up with foolish sons and nagging wives?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The answer is found in the law of sowing and reaping. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is common to hear the law of sowing and reaping 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
as it is applied to appeals to get people to place money in the offering plate at church. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The scripture that is applied in this case is found in Paul’s teaching 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In 2 Corinthians Chapter  9, verses 6-7
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You must each decide in your heart how much to give. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"For God loves a person who gives cheerfully."

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today we hope to receive light from what Jesus was talking about 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when he told us about the law of sowing and reaping.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the word of the Lord from Luke Chapter 6 verses 37-38  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not condemn others, or it will all come back against you. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Forgive others, and you will be forgiven. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Give, and you will receive. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The amount you give will determine the amount you get back. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Simply stated, of you judge others, you will be judged. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The law of sowing and reaping states that you get what you give.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 In fact it says that what you give will be poured into your lap.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Often, rebellious sons and nagging wives 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
are simply giving back something that they have received from the father or husband.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The message is simple. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you have a rebellious son or a nagging wife, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you are probably doing something wrong. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not too long ago we read Proverbs 19:3  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
People ruin their lives by their own foolishness and then are angry at the LORD.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This proverb applies to today’s message.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we are disgraced by a son or driven to distraction by a nagging wife, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
our natural desire is to shift the blame. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We want to find the flaw in their character that creates bad behavior.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now it is true that the rebellious son 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
may have learned some of his bad habits from his wayward friends. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Your wife may be simply acting the like her mother, your beloved mother-in-law.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
While both of these possibilities are true, they do not release us from responsibility. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fathers and husbands are responsible because of the order the Lord designed for the family.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Ephesians, chapter 5, verse 23 we hear Apostle Paul saying,  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he is the savior of the body.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The husband is the head of the wife. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Christ is the head of the church. Christ is the savior of the church. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The husband is the savior of the family.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The husband is placed in this position of responsibility by God himself.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s be clear on this. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus is responsible for the salvation of the church. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some of you may have noticed that there are rebellious and nagging Christians in the church, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
just as there are rebellious and nagging family members in the family. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus is always extending forgiveness, mercy and love 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to all who have fallen short of the glory of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
By doing so, he is recreating the very nature of the fallen. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The scripture teaches us that it is the goodness of God that leads us to repentance. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This means that we forsake sin and self-centeredness 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when we understand that Jesus loves us, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
even when we do not deserve His love.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As fathers and husbands, we are called to use the same tools to fix our family.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we sow forgiveness, mercy and love, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we reap forgiveness, mercy and love. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The biggest obstacle preventing us from doing this is our pride.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sometimes, it is too late.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is an interesting principle regarding second and third generations of family members. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A man may work hard and accumulate wealth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is common for his sons and daughters to manage that wealth without causing it to grow. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is also common for the grandchildren to spend the wealth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Grandchildren may lose everything that there grandfather worked hard to create. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The point is that the consequences of our sin may not appear until the third generation.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
King David was a man with a heart that diligently sought the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was also a man that made mistakes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His lust for another man’s wife ultimately led to one of his son’s rebelling against him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Absalom disgraced David 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by publically taking some of David’s wives into his tent in plain site of the people in the city.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The manner in which David sinned was the same manner in which he was disgraced.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately, David’s son Solomon succeeded in managing the kingdom he inherited from his father. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, squandered the throne. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It was during the reign of Rehoboam that the nation of Israel was divided into two kingdoms. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
From that point on we the scripture refers to the nation of Israel and the nation of Judah.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If a Godly man like David could produce grandchildren 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that would throw away the blessing of God. What hope is there for us?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
To start with, not every Christian takes his place in the glorious church that Jesus is saving. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not every child or every wife comes into Godly order 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
under the leadership of a Godly father and husband. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As fathers we get to fulfill our responsibilities without condemnation, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if and when we fail. The scripture is clear.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Romans 8:1  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is good news. If we are in Christ Jesus, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if we are walking in his ways 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and if we fail to fix the rebellion in our sons or stop our wife’s nagging. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We do not have to bear any guilt.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The problem comes when we are not walking in the ways of Jesus. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If our pride leads us to using harsh words, criticisms 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and what we might think is holy anger, we will reap what we sow.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Years of marriage and fatherhood have taught me a valuable lesson. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When I humble myself before my wife and children 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and own my faults that have caused them to rebel and nag, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I see change in their hearts.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is usually not easy to do. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If my wife is nagging with a very annoying drip, drip, drip,  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there is usually something that I am doing or not doing that is causing her to nag. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When she nags, there are two things I can do. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can judge her for her bad behavior, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or I can ask the Lord to reveal to me my own bad behavior that is causing her to be contentious.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If I chose to judge her for her bad behavior, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I will very likely use the Bible to make my case. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I will tell her that Sarah set the example of a Godly wife 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when she called her husband Abraham Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I will remind her that the Bible teaches that wives are required 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to submit themselves to the rule of their husbands.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have discovered that neither of these tactics work very well. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yes, the scriptures instruct the wife to be subject to her husband, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but it does not instruct the husband to tell his wife that she must submit herself to him.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is a big difference between a wife getting her instructions 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
regarding submission from the Lord and getting them from her husband. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Too often, the husband uses this verse in an attempt to control his contentious wife.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The wife resents this and instead of submitting becomes more contentious.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 While it is true that outwardly she may appear to submit, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
inwardly her resentment leads to more contention and nagging.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The same principle applies to the father who does not understand 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what it means for him to rule over his household. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are kings that use brute force to rule their subjects. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are also kings who serve there subjects graciously. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The first group of kings stir up rebellion. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The second group of kings stirs up love.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Apostle Paul described himself as a love slave of Jesus. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He enslaved himself to the rulership of King Jesus 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because he discovered that Jesus loved him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The directions he received from Jesus always produced good. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He gladly allowed Jesus to rule over his life.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s be honest with ours selves now. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do we rule over our children and wives for our own benefit of for their benefit? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do we want our children to obey us 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that we can show God and man that we are in charge of our family. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Or, do we offer them opportunities for obedience 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that will result in them becoming fulfilled and productive members of the kingdom of God?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do we have rebellious son’s that are disgracing us 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because we are provoking them to wrath by our stern rulership over them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do we have nagging wives because we are not listening to them 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to discover where and why they hurt? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we can solve these issues, we can have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you.
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

