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#295 Live or Die
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:16 states: He who keeps the commandment keeps his soul, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But he who is careless of conduct will die.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:16 allows us to consider one of the most import teachings of the scripture. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Failure to grasp or understand this proverb creates many difficulties 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for people in the church outside of the church. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Recently we shared with you a proverb that my wife and I often discuss. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This proverb is not found in the Bible, but it is still true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Bad doctrine is a cruel taskmaster.”  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is also true that, “Good doctrine is a well spring of life.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When preacher or teacher announces that they are going to talk about Bible doctrine, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
about half of the audience settles down for a relaxing nap. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This happens because some doctrinal discussions are too far removed 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
from the daily attitudes and activities of the Christian believer.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For instance, one of the major doctrines of the Christian church is the doctrine of the trinity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What exactly is the relationship between God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, the various understandings and teachings on this subject can be very complex 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and can even cause people to become confused about what they believe. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am glad that the Proverbs 19:16 leads us to a doctrinal subject 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that is somewhat easier to understand and to discuss.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Living Bible says, “Keep the commandments and keep your life; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
despising them leads to death.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today, we are going to look at the second part of this proverb first. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Despising the commandments of God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or being careless regarding the commandments of God leads to death. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If doing something is serious enough to cause us to die, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it is wise to find out more about the subject.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What are the commandments of God? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How do I know if I am being careless regarding them? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Is there any evidence that I have been guilty of despising the commandments of God?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you ask most people what is being talked about 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when we refer to the commandments of God, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they will say, “Oh, you mean the 10 commandments.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You shall have no other Gods before me.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You shall not make or bow down and worship other gods.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You shall not take the name of the Lord in vain.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Honor thy father and mother.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not murder.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not commit adultery.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not steal.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do tell lies about your neighbor.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not want things that do not belong to you.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Well, Proverbs 19:16 is VERY easy to understand when we look at these commandments. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
People who commit murder are often killed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many a man or woman has died as the result of being caught in an act of adultery. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Robbers are sometime shot to death when fleeing from a crime. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Being careless about certain commandments is clearly dangerous.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But what about the punishment for worshiping other gods?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Killing someone and being killed for being a murderer is often happens right away. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When there is a violent death in a community, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the authorities usually look into the matter right away. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
No one wants a murderer running around lose. It is too dangerous. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They could kill again. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This principle of tracking down the criminal rapidly applies to adultery and to stealing and to lying. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because God is the judge and executioner in matters regarding worshipping false Gods, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the discovery and punishment for this crime is often delayed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We know from both the record of the scripture and from experience that God is long suffering. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He delays his judgment because of His mercy. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because he is a merciful God, he delays his punishment 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because he is waiting to discover whether or not we will turn from our evil ways 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and ask the  Lord to forgive us.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact that the Lord often delays his judgments 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is what causes us to be careless about his commandments. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is very easy to convince ourselves that we are getting away with bad things.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fool concludes that God is no longer paying attention to whatever foolishness he is doing.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Praise the Lord for the straightforward, clear wisdom of Proverbs…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “He who keeps the commandment keeps his soul, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But he who is careless of conduct will die.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
What we believe about whether or not God is keeping track of our bad behavior 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
does not change anything. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even when we convince ourselves that God is no longer interested in our sin, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the price of our sin increases dramatically.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “He who keeps the commandment keeps his soul”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Keeping the Ten Commandments is very important. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus told us that he did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He said that he did not change the commandments even the smallest amount. 
\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even so, Jesus gave the entire world a new understanding 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
of what it means to “keep the commandments.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our efforts to keep the commandments of God have many times created big problems. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 The problem begins when we do not have a clear understanding 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
of what Jesus revealed to us about keeping the law or the commandments.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In many Christian congregations there is a strong emphasis on doing the right thing to please God.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some church communities have created both spoken and unspoken rules for behavior. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In some instances these community rules and regulations have become very detailed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You do not have to worship with certain people very long to discover 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that they have very specific rules about the kinds of clothing that you should or should not wear.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you show up at a meeting with the “wrong” clothes on, you will hear about it.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
These community rules are often strictly enforced 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
precisely because of a misunderstanding of Proverbs 19:16. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The reference to “keep the commandments” in fact refers to keeping things 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that have been specifically and directly defined as commandments.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Problems erupt when Christians either individually or as a group 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
begin to interchange their various rules, regulations and preferences for the commandment of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In fact, it is sometimes difficult to distinguish between useful rules of Christian behavior 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the clear commandments of God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The rules and regulations regarding giving or tithing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
are a clear example of an area of Christian practice that may be misunderstood. 
\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are clear rules in the Bible about giving ten percent of your increased wealth to the Lord. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If a farmer owned 10 goats and one of them had a baby, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he would then have 11 goats. His increase or his income would be 1 goat. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His responsibility for tithing using 10% as a means of calculating the tithe 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
would seem to indicate that he should give 1 tenth of the goat to the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This creates a problem. If you divide the goat into 10 equal parts, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the goat is no longer very useful for anyone. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The answer to this problem was solved, in part, by the introduction of another rule. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This other rule stated that you should give the “first part” or “”first fruit” of our harvest or increase to the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now that was a bit easier. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The man with ten goats may have had 9 female goats and one male goat. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the spring, eight of the female goats could give birth to as many as 16 baby goats. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is very common for goats to give birth to twins.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If the farmer gave the first of the 16 goats that was born to the Lord, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he would them have 15 baby goats left over to grow his heard 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or to eat or sell in the market. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The one he gave to the Lord would represent 6% of his increase.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Think of it. Keeping track of a 10% tithe can become mathematically challenging. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If a worker has a pay check of $100 a week, 10% would be $10.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If a businessman had sales of $1000, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you could say that his income was increased by $1000 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he should give 10% or $100 to the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This may not be possible. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s say this businessman bought $900 worth of clothing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he went to market and sold that clothing for $1000. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Would he them be required to pay 10% on the $100 profit?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s say that in order to sell the clothing he had to pay $50 rent for a booth in a marketplace. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now is profit is reduced to $50. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am not trying to solve this problem. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am only pointing out that some rules are not simple to obey. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This does not prevent well meaning Christians from working very hard 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to please God by keeping his commandments.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus jumped into this discussion with a very meaningful observation. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He told the scribes and Pharisees that they went to great lengths to tithe of their mint and their other spices. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can see them now. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They would dry their spices in preparation for the market. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They would examine each pile of leaves and keep meticulous records 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
regarding the cost of the seed and the amount that they had to pay some young boy to water, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to harvest and to carry the spices to market. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They would attempt to calculate their meaningful profit or increase 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and then they would make their tithe payment to the temple.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus told them that it was good for them to be concerned about their needs to give to God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what they were supposed to give to God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But then, he criticized them harshly by telling them that they had neglected more important matters.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
While they were working so hard to tithe just exactly the right amount, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they were neglecting far more important matters such as love and mercy.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is the same trap that many Christians fall into today. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They are working so hard at pleasing God, in their efforts to keep the commandments, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that they overlook the more important matters. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It does matter that we wear clothing that is respectable. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Every man and woman needs to answers in his own conscience questions 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
about what he should or should not wear.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Where do we draw the line when it comes to community standards of dress? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Love clearly overlooks many faults. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Are we to obey the commandants regarding clothing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and neglect the commandment to love others by overlooking the fact that they dress differently?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I believe that Jesus made himself very clear. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He said, this is my commandment that you love one another 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that your joy may be full. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He commended a young lawyer who answered his questions about the commandments.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The right answer was this…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The great commandment is to love the Lord God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the second great commandment is very similar. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Love your neighbor the same way you love yourself. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He then said that no other commandment is greater than these.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we truly want to please God and keep his commandments 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we need to keep focused on what Jesus called the weightier matters, love and mercy.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we do, we will have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you and have a great eternity!

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

