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#296 Lending to the Lord

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:17 says, If you help the poor, you are lending to the LORD—
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and He will repay you!  That’s in The New Living Testament.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the New American Standard ,Proverbs 19:17 says, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And He will repay him for his good deed. (the)
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We live in a marvelous age. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can remember the first television set in our neighborhood. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yesterday, I watched a TV program on the Internet 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that was originally broadcast on the first TV set I ever saw over 40 years ago.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 If I wanted to, I could place that TV program in a file on my cell phone 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and look at it whenever I wanted to look at.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
While access to these old TV programs is rather amazing, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what I find to be even more amazing is the fact that in less that 2 minutes 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can place in front of my eyes English translations of the writings of the early church fathers 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that were written over 1800 years ago. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can remember as a young Christian in the 1970’s 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
how I longed to read these original works of Christian literature.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I was convinced in my spirit that reading them would help me better understand the nature of the church 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the purposes of Jesus in the world today.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the 1970’s I had to travel to New York City 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and hunt around in some very large and old used book stores 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to find only one or two titles that interested me.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today, I can find those books and many more in a matter of mere minutes.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You may be asking yourself, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what does this have to do with Proverbs 19:17?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My interest in these books written by the early Christians was inspired by Proverbs, Chapter 2. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says that if you will search for wisdom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the same way you would search for a lost treasure hidden in the middle of a field, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you will find it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As I prepare these Bible studies from the book of Proverbs, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there are many times that the verse contains a hidden meaning 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that forces me to search diligently to understand it.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:17 seems quite clear. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says that if you are kind to the poor, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the Lord will be kind to you. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But that is not all it says. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says that if you are kind to the poor, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you are lending to the Lord.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now that idea creates some problems for me. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How could I possibly lend anything to the Lord? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord owns everything 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and I am merely a servant that has had some possessions assigned to me to care for. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If they do not belong to me, how could I lend them to the Lord? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why would the Lord want to borrow anything from me if 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He owns everything anyhow?
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have been asking myself these questions for two days. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If it were still 1970, I may never have received a good answer to my questions.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord, in His wisdom, has given man the Internet 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and computers to use as tools to seek knowledge of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In an instant, I can read multiple English translations of the Bible.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can also access the Bible in literally hundreds of other languages. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course that does not help me particularly, as I only speak English. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But, the fact is that I can also access dictionaries in those hundreds of languages. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 I can look up Proverbs 19:17 in a Spanish the translation of the Bible. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The one I am looking now at reads as follows in Spanish…
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A Jehová empresta el que da al pobre, Y él le dará su paga.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now that does not mean much to me, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but when I look in a Spanish/English dictionary I see the Word, “empresta” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and learn that it may be translated “borrow”. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course there is a big difference between borrowing and lending.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 22:7 says, “the borrower becomes the lender's slave.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I knew about this verse from Proverbs Chapter 22 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
before I began to teach on today’s verse. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Proverbs 22:7 is one of the reasons I had questions about Proverbs 19:17.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If I were to lend something to the Lord, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
then I would be the lender and the Lord would be the borrower. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Try as I might, I can not conceive of any way that the Lord would be my slave.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 22:7 says, “the borrower becomes the lender's slave.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps now you can see why I have been interested
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 in understanding how I could lend to the Lord.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because we live in this marvelous age, we have access to tools to understand spiritual things.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible is the most studied and documented piece of literature in the history of mankind. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Holy Spirit has enlisted thousands of scholars through out the ages to protect this book.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
One of the detailed tools created was called the Strongs’s Exhaustive Concordance.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Created by Dr. James Strong (1822–1894)  

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Until recently, it was quite labor intensive to seek the location of words 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the way they were used in the Bible. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now, with computer software, we can enter the number of a Hebrew word into a search screen 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and instantly find every verse in the Bible that contains that specific word.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Old Testament was originally written in the Hebrew language. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The New Testament was written primarily in the Greek language. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today we can look at either a Hebrew or a Greek dictionary to discover the various English translations 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
of every instance of every original language word in the entire Bible.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now you may be wondering what this has to do with or study of Proverbs 19, verse 17.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we have a question or more than one question about the meaning of any given Bible verse, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we can use the computer and Strong’s Concordance to seek answers.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the Spanish language Bible we found the word “empresta”. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most of the English translations use the English word “lend”. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The actual Hebrew word has a Strong’s number. It is H3867.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Strong’s Hebrew/English dictionary gives us the Hebrew word and its various translations.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Hebrew, empresta or lend comes from the word “law-vaw.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 
Using some of these amazing tools that are available today, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we can see that the word law-vaw appears 26 times in the Old testament. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We can also determine that there are only 6 places where law-vaw was translated using the English word lend.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most of the time the law-vaw was used to refer to people being “joined” together. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the King James English Bible, it is translated sometimes as“cleave”.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We learn from another part of the Bible that when a man marries, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he is to leave his mother and father and cleave to his new wife.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We could have used today’s message in Proverbs 19 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to encourage you to put more money in an offering plate 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to be used to take care of the needs of the poor. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We could have shown how giving to some favorites charity or ministry is a good thing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and raised money for that ministry at the same time. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Instead, the Holy Spirit has led me to show you something
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 about how carefully the teachings of the scripture have been protected 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and preserved so that we can have confidence in the Bible as the source of truth.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now you may be thinking, Well, Brother Steve, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it seems like you have been showing us 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that the Proverbs 19:17 was not correctly translated into the English language. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How do you expect us to trust the Bible if it is incorrectly translated? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That is a fair question. The answer is this. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You are not called to trust any translation of the Bible, \
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you are called to trust the Bible. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible is currently translated into over 2000 languages and dialects. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
None of these translations are perfect, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
in the sense that they are totally without error. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Translation is a difficult task. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sometimes, even correctly translated words are misunderstood 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because of cultural definitions of these words.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 What I have tried to show you is that the Holy Spirit 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
has enlisted an entire army of scholar and teachers 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to make certain that we can find out the meaning of the scripture, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if we are willing to dig for wisdom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the way a man would seek for a treasure buried in a field.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today’s verse teaches us that it pays to be kind to the poor. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we use the expanded understanding that we received today 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
regarding the Hebrew word law-vaw, we can receive a blessing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We can understand that he who is kind to the poor is joined to the Lord. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He cleaves to the Lord.  
\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is united with the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord is kind to the poor. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He sees there every need and heart ache. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is the source of special blessedness known only to the poor that trust in Jesus.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we are kind to the poor, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we are joined together with the Lord, doing what He does. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are acting the way He acts. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are feeling what He feels. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The promise of the scripture is that if we are united or joined together with Him in being kind to the poor, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we will receive a heavenly payment. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The beautiful thing about this payment is that it is one that we receive now 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and one that we receive again in the future.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Being united or joined together with the Lord is a payment in itself. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Try it. Be kind to some poor individual today 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and see if you do not sense a special closeness to Jesus as you are being kind. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The reason some people devote their lives to serving the poor 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is because they have discovered the reward of cleaving to Jesus.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I hope you have been encouraged to trust the Bible and to be kind to the poor. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you have, you will have a great eternity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb a Day.
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

