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#297 Discipline Your Son or Else

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:18 says,  Discipline your son while there is hope, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And do not desire his death. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I read that from the New American Standard.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the New Living Translation, Proverbs 19:18 says,  Discipline your children while there is hope. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Otherwise you will ruin their lives. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In certain cultures, discipline is very harsh. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In other cultures strong discipline is considered to be bad.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As a parent of eight children, I hope that I have learned some valuable wisdom regarding child discipline. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Please listen carefully to this program. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you do, you may be able to correct things that you are doing wrong 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that could lead to your child dying prematurely.

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the word of the Lord from Leviticus, Chapter 24, verses 11-14  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The son of the Israelite woman blasphemed the Name (of God) and cursed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
So they brought him to Moses. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They put him in custody so that the command of the LORD might be made clear to them. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Bring the one who has cursed outside the camp, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and let all who heard him lay their hands on his head; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
then let all the congregation stone him.
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are going to look at another instance of harsh or strong discipline found in the Old Testament. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then we are going to attempt to understand the mind of God regarding this subject.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Deuteronomy chapter 21 verses 18-21 we read,

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 "Suppose a man has a stubborn and rebellious son 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who will not obey his father or mother, even though they discipline him. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In such a case, the father and mother must take the son to the elders 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
as they hold court at the town gate. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The parents must say to the elders, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious and refuses to obey. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is a glutton and a drunkard.' 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then all the men of his town must stone him to death. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In this way, you will purge this evil from among you, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and all Israel will hear about it and be afraid. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now this direction concerning stoning a rebellious son is not about using a particular young man as an example. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
These directions are a general rule that seems to apply to all stubborn and rebellious children. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It also appears to apply to older children. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Young children are not likely to be gluttons or drunks.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For over 30 years, I have maintained a practice of reading the Bible from cover to cover every year. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because I do this, I have read these scriptures about stoning rebellious sons many times. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My 28-year old son had a father that read this scripture every year of his life.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have had to wonder often why this harsh commandment regarding stoning rebellious sons 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
could be found in the same Bible with the God of Love described in the New Testament. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If a Christian parent were to stone his child today, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he would be arrested and charged with a crime.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I believe that Jesus’ teaching from Luke helps us to understand this better…
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We find this in Luke Chapter 12, verse 48  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
But someone who does not know, and then does something wrong, will be punished only lightly. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When someone has been given much, much will be required in return; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be required.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We see here that the severity of the punishment is directly related 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to how much goodness someone has received from the Lord.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact is that when Moses instructed parents to stone rebellious sons, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he was speaking to parents who had be given some extremely incredible experiences with God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not many people today have seen large bodies of water swallow up their enemies. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We do not eat angel food that is collected from the leaves of plants. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our clothing and shoes routinely wear out. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The people that Moses was speaking to had been the recipients of national miracles
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that have not happened to any of us living today. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because they had stood at the base of Mount Sinai 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and seen the fire and felt the earth shake when God was talking to Moses,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 they were required to respond to the holiness of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When they rebelled, the principle that Jesus referred to became a fact in their lives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To whom much is given much is required. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The people who saw the plagues of God poured out on the Egyptians suffered greater punishment. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In one case, the ground opened up and swallowed the family of Korah, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Dathan and Abiram when they rebelled against the authority of Moses. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course there is another explanation 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
why we do not stone our sons and daughter today when they do bad things.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs tells us in the contemporary English Version to, “Correct your children before it's too late; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if you don't punish them, you are destroying them.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you do not punish or discipline your children, you are destroying them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even though we do not stone our children today, their sins remain extremely dangerous. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are no longer required to throw stones at rebellious children. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sin comes with stones built into the system. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The scriptures teach us that the wages of sin is death. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The law of sowing and reaping kills our children just as surely as any stone we may throw at them.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The extreme truth of this principle is found in the principle that if they kill, they will be killed.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now Proverbs says that we need to instruct or discipline our children before it is too late. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we wait until they are teenagers to teach them, we have lost the battle. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Teenagers have a mind of their own. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If it has not already received the fear of god and a respect for authority 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it is nearly impossible to change their minds.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even though it is nearly impossible, it is not impossible. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is just harder. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Children must be disciplined when they are small. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The question is, how strict or harsh should that punishment be? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Very strict punishment is routine in certain Islamic communities. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A brother from Africa told me that failure to pray according to the rules of the Islamic religion 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
resulted in children being placed in jails. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is an extreme example of what the Bible teachers refer to as legalism. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Christians can be just as legalistic as Muslims.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Apostle Paul teaches that the Spirit of the law give life while the letter of the law brings death. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As Christians, we are to be slaves to the Spirit of the law, not the letter of the law.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Ephesians Chapter 6, Paul writes, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is important to note that this instruction is for the children, not for the parents. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 It does not say that parents are to force their children to obey them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says that children are responsible to obey there parents.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Parents are told in verse 5, “… do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Rather, bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Provoking your children to anger is easy to do
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 if you constantly apply the letter of the law.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If a child is slapped every time they do something wrong, many times they will resent it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember Jesus said that punishment must be connected to what a person knows regarding right and wrong.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 If a child is slapped for doing something that he has not received clear instruction regarding, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he we resent it and become angry.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our first responsibility toward our children is to teach them using Bible stories 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and telling them the difference between right and wrong. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If, after they have received clear instruction, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they resist and rebel, it may be necessary to slap them.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 29, verse 17 says, “Discipline your children, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and they will give you peace of mind and will make your heart glad.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs chapter 20, verse 30 says, “Physical punishment cleanses away evil; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
such discipline purifies the heart.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Clearly there is a proper place for physical punishment. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Instruction that comes from the Lord….” is loving and kind and easily understood. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Parents who use physical punishment as a first resort will fail. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The instruction of the scripture makes it clear that we must instruct our children, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
teaching them with parables and examples before we resort to physical punishment.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you have not taught your child wisely, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
your effort to correct with physical punishment are doomed.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps the biggest mistake that parents make 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
in correcting their children is that they routinely lie to them.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What do I mean when I say that?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Are you a parent that says to your child, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “If you do that one more time, I am going to spank you?”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most parents who says this are liars. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact is that they say it, but they do not do it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They are teaching their children to be liars. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some parents say that if you do that three times, I will spank you.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This may help their children to learn how to count, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but usually it is simply evidence that the parent is too lazy or too weak 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to do what they say they are going to do.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I discovered that threatening a spanking is not very effective. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Often I gave my child a clear instruction regarding some expected behavior.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 If they rebelled, I spanked them, explaining before I spanked them 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and after  I spanked them why I was doing it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we get to our teaching on Proverbs 20, verse 30, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I will give you a little more information on the subject. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As for today, seek the Lord for wisdom regarding how to instruct and discipline your children 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and both you and your children will have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. God Bless you.

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

